In City Life — 


Women from Ghana and 
South Africa network with 
African American women 


In Artz — 


Glenn Jones talks about his. 
longevity in show biz 


In Sports — 


Remembering the Negro 
Baseball League 


miresei | School Tahar vital in urban centers 


has high hopes . 
for school = eg |. reece 

. : % 1,637 school board seats in this year 
board elections 


school election on April 18, according 
to statistics rele yy the New 

By Chris Sykes 

Staff Writer 


year 
NJSBA President Charles V. 
Reilly recently commented on the sig- 
nificance of the state’s annual school 
election. He said as of the 1997-98 
school year there were 1,240,920 stu- 
dents enrolled in the state's public 
schools, and that number has likely 
grown significantly since then. 
“The local board of education is 
to the for 
ensuring that students have adequate 
facilities, curriculum and teaching 
staff,” he said. “The candidates that 
voters select to serve on their local 
school boards will help save the edu- 
cation provided to our children.” 
Local school boards set the policies 


on the curriculum and facilities, nego- 
tiate employee contracts, a 
hiring of ed 
and oversee school district budgets. In 
addition, local school budgets are also 
voted on during school board elections. 
School budgets are important 
because they represent the projected 
total expense of operating a district 
from one year to another. The budgets 
teachers’ salaries, the cost 
of maintaining or adding courses and 
curriculum, facilities maintenance 
and upkeep, and a variety of other 
costs and items. 
Throughout the 90’s, in general, 
school budgets have been approved by 
see SCHOOL ELECTIONS page A8 


Jersey School Boards Association. 

In addition, the proportion of can- 
didates to available seats is slightly 
higher than last year. In 1999, a total 
of 2,164 candidates filled nominating 
petitions for 1,686 local board of edu- 
cation positions. 

School board elections will take 
place in 556 of the state’s 602 local 
school districts. In addition, voters in 
555 school districts will have the 
opportunity to approve or reject pro- 
posed budgets for the 2000-01 school 


NEWARK Herbert 
Himmelstein moved his family of 
seven to Newark from the Bronx, 
N.Y., almost a year-and-a-half 
ago in search of a better life. He 
works for a law firm in New York 
City, and, according to him, he’s 
found that here. 

Himmelstein ranks educa- 


tion highly on his list of priori- 
ties. It says something that his 
children are enrolled in 
Newark’s public schools; kids are 
learning. 

“Being a father of seven, 
everything about education is 
important to me, and I’m satis- 
„fied at the moment that teaching 

‘and learning is going on in the 
public schools,” he said. 
“Although we've had some prob- 
lems with bullies, I can honestly 
say I am satisfied.” 

Himmelstein said this year 
will be the first time he’s ever 
participated in a Newark school 
board election, and he is looking 
forward to it. What he didn’t 


see HIMMELSTEIN page A8 


Police plan may 
turn Orange ‘over 
to crime, drugs 
and lawlessness’ 


Staff Writer 


ORANGE — A member of 
the Orange City Council recently 
said he is concerned that a move 
to reorganize the police depart- 
ment is going “to turn this town 
over to crime, drugs and lawless- 
ness.” 

North Ward Councilman 
Donald Page reportedly stormed 
out of an executive session coun- 
cil meeting on April 4 when 
Cheryl . Fuller, the city's 
Business Administrator, said 
she, and not Police Director Don 
Wactor would address any con- 
cerns about impending changes 
in the police department. 

Based on an unsigned letter 
he received from an anonymous, 
but “reliable,” source, Page said 
he believes the city plans to elim- 
inate the department's three- 
member vice squad, which is 
something he is not in favor of. 
More to the point, he is also 
upset at the apparently clandes- 
tine manner in which the plan- 
ning of the alleged reorganiza- 
tion was conducted. 

“I was given a copy of a letter 
written to one of the police chiefs 
from a reliable source,” Page 
said. “They were planning to do 
this without even coming to us 
on the council. Right now they're 
in denial, when in fact it did take 
place. The police chief is saying 
this move is unplanned, but it 
was, and this memo proves it.” 

Page said another problem is 
Fuller. He said if she is going to 
do all the talking for the director 
of the police department, then 
why does the city need a direc- 
tor? 

“This is bad government,” he 
said. “We don’t need someone 
else to be director.” 

At press time neither Fuller 
nor Wactor could be reached for 
comment on Page's remarks. 

‘The vice squad is responsible 
for drug, prostitution, and 
undercover investigations. Page 
said the unit will be replaced 
with a neighborhood stabiliza- 
tion unit as of April 9, and in his 
opinion that is not enough. 

“We have major drug, prosti- 
tution, and other problems; 
they're dealing drugs near the 
mayor's house,” he said. “We 
have all of the vices that require 
a vice squad, and to get rid of a 
vice squad is not the thing to do.” 

see ORANGE POLICE page A8 


The aerial view of the proposed YankeeNets sports arena, located at Mulberry Street’and McCarter Highway. Developers 


are anticipating the arena’s opening to be in 2003. 


By Chris Sykes 
Staff Writer 


NEWARK — YankeeNets, 
the joint identity of the New 
York Yankees baseball and New 
Jersey Nets basketball teams, 
has reached an agreement with 
Edison Parking that will make 
Newark’s dream of a sports 
arena a reality. 

“We are pleased to learn of a 
memorandum of understanding 
between the Newark Sports and 
Entertainment roup and 
Edison Parking,” said Mayor 
Sharpe ‘James. “We also are 
pleased to learn of Newark 
Sports’ adoption of the city’s plan 
to pay fair market value to dis- 
placed homeowners, in concert 
with the development of new 
housing for them south of Green 

reet.” 


YankeeNets, the holding 
company that also has an agree- 
ment to buy the New Jersey 
Devils hockey team, said the new 
agreement calls for the construc- 
tion of the arena on the site it 
prefers: between McCarter 
Highway and Mulberry Street, 
one block north of Market Street. 
As part of their compromise, 
Edison Parking has agreed to 
build and operate parking decks 
and office buildings in the arena 
zone. 

YankeeNets has offered to 
pay a premium for the homes of a 
dozen residents who will be dis- 
placed by the arena’s construc- 
tion. They- have also pledged to 
support residents’ efforts to 
rebuild in the same neighbor- 
hood. 

The plans now have to go 
before the city’s Planning Board 
to be approved. From there they 
will be voted on by the City 
Council and the contract award 
process for construction will 
begin. 

“I would hope that we're look- 
ing at 2003 to open the arena,” 
James said. “The year 2004 is a 
reality, but 2003 is our goal.” 

James said Governor 
Christine Whitman has been 


very cooperative throughout the 
entire process leading up to’ the 
deal between YankeeNets and 
Edison Parking, and he hopes 
she will continue. 

“I have great faith the gover- 
nor will do what has promised to 
do,” he said. 

For her part, Whitman said 
she would finance signage, road 
improvements, and other infra- 
structure needs the arena might 
require, but she will resist pro- 
viding any more than the $75 
million YankeeNets has asked 
for. She also said since a sight 
has been chosen and locked in 
now, it’s logical to expect that 
they will come up with real aid 
numbers for the state to consid- 
er. 

The arena will become the 
new home for the Devils and the 
Nets, who now play at 
Continental Airlines Arena in 
East Rutherford. There were 
plans to also build a 30,000-seat 
soccer stadium in the arena area 
to accommodate the New 
York/New Jersey MetroStars of 
Major League soccer, but those 
have been scrapped in the wake 
of the new agreement. 

The outdoor stadium is now 
scheduled to be replaced by office 
buildings, a television studio and 
“community-driven develop- 
ment,” like locally owned shops, 
restaurants, a skills training 
center and housing. However, 
James said that does not rule 
them out of the city. 

“Whatever question of how to 
deal with the MetroStars will be 
how fast they say they are ready 
and willing to deal with the city 
of Newark,” he said. 

Nick Sakiewicz, the 
MetroStars’ general manager, 
said all of this is news to him. He 
said he was unaware of the 
specifics of the deal between 
YankeeNets and Edison Parking, 
but it does not oY 
involve his organization anyw: 

“Our position still holds.” yi aM 
said. “We are going to build a sta- 
dium and we would like to do it 
in Newark. We haven't had any 


Photo by Chris Sykes 


-Newark about i 

Sakiewicz said the 
MetroStars have been in conver- 
sations with YankeeNets, but 
those are over. James said the 
question of would the city do cer- 
tain things to make the arena a 
reality was one of the things 
holding up the deal, but that too 
is no longer an issue. 

“They wanted to know would 
we sell Renaissance Mall to the 
YankeeNets, and I'm here to say 
we will,” he said. “We will do so 
to widen Lafayette Street as 
needed.” 

There were also concerns 
that the construction would dis- 
place residents, homeowners and 
entrepreneurs in the area, but 
James said those can now be put 
to rest as well. 

“Every property owner, every 
merchant will be treated any dif- 
ferent as we assemble the job,” 
he promised. 

Gottesman owns a national 
chain of parking garages, but is 
headquartered in Newark. He 
said the compromise agreement 
is the best thing for his and the 
city’s bottom line. 

‘Since the historic merger 
between the pro sports teams, 
YankeeNets has pledged to move 
the Nets and Devils into a $285 
million arena that its supporters 
believe will make Newark a 
regional destination for tourists, 
local and area residents. 
However, a majar debate had 
been raging over whether the 
arena should be connected to 
Penn Station with an enclosed 
walkway or to position it closer 
to Broad Street. 

James, who supported the 


conversation with the city of 


Ministers conference addresses: 


i  ORANGE—The Black 


Hp Ministers’ Couneil of New Jersey 


will hold a statewide conference 
April 12-15 at the Newark Airport 
Hilton Hotel. The Council has 
adopted the same theme of the 
nal lack Caucus, 
Permanent Interests,” 
which too happens to be a book by 
Congr nan William Clay of 
Missow 
Some of the issues to be cov- 
ered over during the four-dz 
ference will be: 1. Education; 2. 
Healthcare; 3. Inner City 
Revitalization and Economic 
Development; Law 
Enforcement; 5. Political 
Education and Empowerment. 
Key leaders in each area have 
been invited to lay out the issue, 
but also to articulate way to 


African American 
community statistics 
for AIDS, cancer, 
diabetes, infant 
mortality, Sudden 
Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS) 
and heart disease 
are increasing. 


he blighted 
light of the 
lack condition 


Rev. Reginald Jackson File Photo 
must press the administration 
and the General Assembly to com- 
ply with Supreme Court orders 
regarding pre-school and con- 
struction. With less than half of 
children in Abbott districts meet- 
ing minimum standards some 
goals and timelines must be set 
and we must look at accountabili- 
ty. 

It is not a surprise that many 
be ban areas arei in desperate need 


address them. Each address will 
be followed by work’ sessions 
whére the goals and timetables 
will be laid out. On April 12 can- 
didates for the U.S. Senate will 
„meet with the Council’s Board of 
Directors (Democrat and 
Republican); April 13, Assembly 
Speaker Jackie Collins and Mr. 
David Sciarra, of the Education 
Law Center will lead a discussion 
on school construction; April 14, 
Attorney General John Farmer, 
Supt. Carson Dunbar will discuss 
law enforcement and the minority 
community. 

These are interests that the 
African American community 
have talked about for a long time, 
stated the Ministers Council. The 
conference is designed to do more 
than talk about issues, but rather 
to offer specific goals and time- 
lines by which progress can be 
measured. After -the conference, 
the Council will Partner with non- 


rail station site, will 
have to sign off on the final arena 
site plan. He endorsed the 
YankeeNets-Gottesman agree- 
ment. He said the undertaking 
will create thousands of new jobs 
for city residents, new opportuni- 
ties for local families, and tax 
ratables for the city. 

“It’s a win-win situation for 
all parties,” he said. 


profit 
government and ake ennes to 
achieve the goals set forth. 
Without goals and timelines, the 
Council feels the plight of Black 
Americans will be one of wander- 
ing and remaining stagnant; fall 
behind the rest of the country. 
“We cannot year after year tol- 
erate failure,” the Council exacted 
in a press statement. “Futher we 


and 
Neighharhosta are filled with 
abandoned properties and drug 
houses. Because of poorly produc- 
ing schools, businesses won't 
move into some of these cities. 

According to the Council, 
almost half of African Americans 
in New Jersey do not have access 
to or quality healthcare. For many 

e only access to healthcare is 
the emergency room at the hospi- 
tal. Yet within five years there 
will be very few inner city hospi- 
tals and inner city residents, 
many without transportation will 
have to find a way to hospitals in 
the suburbs. Further, the Council 
states,. while statistics are 
decreasing in other. segments of 
the population, in the African 
American community statistics 
for AIDS, cancer, diabetes, infant 
mortality, Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome (SIDS) and heart dis- 
ease are increasing. 

Despite the admission of 
racial profiling by the State 
Police, there remains major’ con- 
cerns and divisions between law 
enforcement and the minority 
community. In fact, the problem 
with local police as it relates to 
racial profiling and treatment of 
minorities, is much worse than it 
is at the state level, according to 
the Council 
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April 12 — April 18, 2000 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 


CALDWELL - The Office of the County 
Clerk will be at Town Hall, For further 
information, call (973) 621-4915. 


MILLBURN - The Renee Foosaner 
Gallery at the Papermill Playhouse 
provides showcase for New Jersey 
Water Color Society. Call (973) 379- 
3636 for more information 


PLAINFIELD - The United National 
Bank Community Education Center will 
sponsor the class “Let's Talk About 
Reading.” For further information, call 
(908) 753-7364 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13 


MONTCLAIR - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at the Municipal 
Building and at the Nutley Public 
Library. For further information, call 
(973) 621- 45915. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK - The State Bar 
Foundation will sponsor a free seminar 
on buying and selling a home. For fur- 
ther information, contact’ Florence 
Nathan at (732) 937-7518. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 14 


JERSEY CITY - New Jersey City 
University presents a dance workshop. 
Call (201) 200-2315. 


GLEN RIDGE - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at the Glen Ridge 
Public Library. For further information, 
call (973) 621-4915, 


SATURDAY, APRIL 15 


NEW YORK - The Jazz Lincoln Center 
presents pianis/composer Andrew Hill 
and vibraphonist Bobby Hutcherson 
performing Blue Note recordings of 
1960, The show begins at 8 p.m. For 
further information, call (212) 721- 
6500 


NEW . BRUNSWICK Rutgers 
University Orchestra concert. Nicholas 
Music Center at 8 p.m., tickets are $8- 
16. For further information, call Mason 
Gross School of Arts at (732) 932-7511 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Dance (Dance 
Plus April) at the New Theater Douglas 

ampus, Rutgers University, Show 
time is 2 p.m. to 8 pm, tickets are $8- 
$16. For further information, call (732) 


SUNDAY, APRIL 16 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Concert (Rutgers 
Kirkpatrick Choir) at the Nicholas 
Music Center. Concert begins at 8 
p.m., free of charge. For additional 
information, call Mason Gross 
Department of Dance at (732) 932- 
7511 


NEW BRUNSWICK - The New Jersey 
Freedom Organization will hold its 
annual People's Convention at 
Rutgers University. For further informa- 
tion, call (973) 545-5756 


THURSDAY, APRIL 16 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Phillip J. Levin 
Theater, 15 Livingston Avenue, pre- 
sents “The Good Doctor,” at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $8-$16. For further intor- 
mation, call Mason Gross School of 


Arts at (732) 932-7511 
MONDAY, APRIL 17 


LIVINGSTON - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at the Town Hall 
For further information, call (973) 621- 
4915. 


NEWARK - WISOMMM Investment 
Club will hold an investment seminar. 
For turther information, call (973) 297- 
1275. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 18 


WEST ORANGE - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at the Town Hall 
For further information, call (973) 621- 
4915. 


MAHWAH - Ramapo College Lecture 
Series 2000 guest speaker Jim 
Carmichael will be lecturing on "Global 
AIDS Epidemic’. The lecture will be 
heard at 6 p.m. in the Mansion, York 
Room. This lecture is free of charge. 
For further information contact, 
Terence Miller at (201) 684-7533. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19 


LINCROFT - Monmouth County Park 
System will hold a.collage class. For 
further information, call the Park 
System at (732) 842-4000 


MAPLEWOOD - The Office of the 
County Clerk will-be at the Town Hall 
For further information, call (973) 621- 
4915. 


JERSEY CITY - The New Jersey City 
University will sponsor their annual 
high school jazz festival. For more 
information, call (201) 200-3151 


THURSDAY, APRIL 20 


NEWARK - After hours with Jazzberry 
Jam. For information, call the Newark 
Museum at (973) 596-6550. 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Concert (Jazz 
Ensemble Too) at Nicholas Music 
Center-Rutgers University. Concert 
begins at 8 p.m., concert is free of 
charge. For further information, call 
(732) 932-7511 


TUESDAY, APRIL 24 


MILLBURN - The Office of the County 
Clerk will be at the Police Department. 
For further information, call (973) 621- 
4915. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25 


MORRISTOWN - The Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra will perform. For 
further information, call (732) 247- 
7200 ext. 542 


BELLEVILLE - The Office of the 
County Clerk will be at the Public 
Library. For further information, call 
(973) 621- 4915 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27 


JERSEY CITY - Jersey City State 
Unviersity presents the lecture 
“Catfish and Cornbread: Stories About 
Black Men, Women, and Families.” 
Call (201) 200-3524. 


Business 
women to 
speak at 
Prudential 
during 
lunchtime 
series 


Michele S. Darling, Executive Vice 
President of Human Resources for 
the Prudential Insurance Company of 
America, will deliver a lunchtime 


address on April 17, entitled 
“Extraordinary Women in 
Extraordinary Times" in Dryden Hall 
on the 7th floor of the Prudential 
Building on Broad Street in Newark. 


Xernona Clayton, the first black per- 
son in the South to have her own 
television show, was appointed 
Corporate Vice President for Urban 
Affairs with TBS. She will deliver a 
lunchtime address on April 17 from 
noon until 2 p.m., entitled "Street 
Smart Success Strategies For 
Making It In the Business World.” 


Bernadette Grey was named Editorial 
Director of the Working Woman 
Network. She, too, will be a part of 
Prudential’s salute to 


ongoing 
women. Grey is an authority on 
women in business, technology and 
entrepreneurship. She will speak at 


Prudential’s Roseland office on 
Becker Farm Road on April 20 from 
noon until 2 p.m. 


Collins rises in rank at 
Marriott Hotel chain 


Retanya Collins, a native of California, poses in front of the Marriott Hotel in 
Newark, where she is a manager. She started her career in the hospitality 
industry with the Sheraton Hotels in 1974-1980, where she rose from a front 
desk clerk at the Anaheim Sheraton before eventually moving on to the 
Position of resident manager of the Marriott in Newark. 


NJCU students celebrate 
"El Carnaval Dominicana" 


event. 


New Jersey City University recently held "El Carnaval Dominicana," in celebra- 
tion of the independence of the Dominican Republic. The event was sponsored 
by NJCU's Council on Hispanic Affairs. From left, students Jose Guerrero, Marc 
Carpena, Bernard Vega, and Elena Rivera wore traditional farm clothing for the 


Black 
History 


Moments 


Do you 


specialize in journalism, graphic arts 
or photography ? 


if so, CITY NEWS is 


looking for you. 


City News is looking for an Editorial Assistant, 


Writers and College Interns. 


If you think you fit the bill, 
please fax your resume to 


Debi Thomas - (1967-) 
CHAMPION ON ICE 


1984 — Debi Thomas was 
the first black skater on a 
World Team, and in 1985 she 
held United States and world 
figure skating championships. i 


Gilda Rogers at 
(973) 642-5444 


April 12 — April 18, 2000 


NATION/WORLD 


2000 Most Influential SS 


a Keunio.: 


NPAC APRIL 27, 200 


City News A3 


AMTRAK STRUGGLES 
WITH NATIONAL RACE 
DISCRIMINATION 


WASHINGTON, DC (NNPA}—The 
legal representatives of a group of 
African American plaintiffs presenting 
a class action suit against Amtrak 
have decided to upgrade their case to 
a national claim of discrimination 
‘Amtrak currently has no African 
Americans in management positions. 
The case, Campbell, et al, v. National 
Railroad Passenger Corporations, 

et. al, was originally filed in Novem- 
ber 1999 in the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia on 
behalf of 21 current and former 
African American employees in 
Amtrak's Intercity Strategic Business 
Unit (SBU). 

The suit now includes 71 plaintiffs 
and covers the entire Amtrak rail line 
operating in 29 states. 

“The information we have been 
receiving from our clients regarding 
Amtrak's treatment of its African 
American employees clearlyagetiects 
a lack of understanding of our 
nation’s civil rights laws,” said Robert 
Childs and Timothy Fleming, lead 
counsel for the plaintiffs. 


WADE SWORN IN AS 
PRESIDENT OF SENEGAL 


DAKAR, Senegal (PANA) — 
Abdoulaye Wade, elected as Sene- 
gal's next president, was sworn in 
after a two-hour meeting with out- 
going President Abdou Diout. Wade 
praised Diouf tor his adherence to the 
ideals of democracy during his 20- 
year rule. He also announced that 
Diout had also accepted the chance 
to represent him at the OAU-EU sum- 
mit to be held from 3-4 April in Cairo, 
Egypt. “I was briefed of the great 
state projects and programs during 
our discussions,” Wade said in a 
statement, adding that he was aware 
of the responsibility he was shoulder- 
ing and the hope millions of Sene- 
galese placed on him. After his 
meeting with Diouf, Wade was escort- 
ed to his home in a suburb of Dakar 
by thousands young Senegalese citi- 
zens. He said a new cabinet will be 
named betore April 4, the country's 
40th 


File photo 


The National Council of Black Women, Inc. gathered March 25 to commemorate the 88th birthday of Dr. 
Dorothy Height. She is pictured here in 1997 with the 1997 NCNW Excellence in Teaching Awards judging 
Panel. From left to right: Dr. Gloria Gilmore, Ann Wright, William Trueheart, and Height (center). 


WASHINGTON, DC 
(NNPA) — The National Coun- 
cil of Negro Women, Inc. made 
history when African American 
women from across the country 
gathered March 25 to commem- 
orate the 88th birthday of Dr. 
Dorothy Height, Chair and 
President of NCNW and to 
launch the “Burn the Mort- 
gage-Legacy Initiative.” 

“This birthday will mark 
the kick-off for the “Burn the 
Mortgage-Legacy Initiative” as 
we experience the magic that 
happens when we all come 
together for a common goal,” 
said Dr. Height, who is interna- 
tionally recognized for her lead- 
ership in developing the legacy 
of the NCNW. “Across the coun- 
try, women will meet in homes, 
churches, and community cen- 
ters, Here, at the headquarters 
building located between the 
White House and the Capitol, 
the only black-owned institu- 
tion on the Hill, the group will 
celebrate by gathering reports 
in an initiative that will enable 
NCNW to expand its services to 
women and their families today 
and for decades to come.” 

The gathering of more than 


Black women celebrate Height’s birthday 


300 women and representatives 
at the reception and dinner cel- 
ebrated, in part, the completion 
of the mortgage on the house at 
633 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Another portion of the celebra- 
tion, the initiative, aims at 
increasing NCNW’s member- 
ship by 00, 000 before the end 
of the year. Dr. Height’s birth- 
day, was s also commemorated 
as visitors enjoyed an evening 
of jazz, entertainment, corpo- 
rate gifts and special guest 
appearances, including a birth- 
day message from President 
Bill Clinton and First Lady 
Hilary Rodham Clinton. Other 
birthday well-wishers included 
Mayor Anthony Williams, Sec- 
retary of Labor Alexis Herman, 
Director of the National Park 
Service Robert Stanton and 
Secretary of Transportation 
Rodney Slater. 

The National Council of 
Negro Women is a nonprofit 
agency founded by Mary 
McLeod Bethune in 1935. The 
NCNW has an outreach of over 
four million women in 250 com- 
ased sections and 38 
in the U.S. and 


Female circumcision still prevalent in Kenya 


By John Mwaura 


NAIROBI, Kenya (PANA) — 
It is the month of December and 
school vacations in Kenya have 
begun for seven weeks to give 
students time to celebrate Inde- 
pendence, Christmas and New 
Year's festivities. 

‘or one young girl, the recess 
is a real joy and special time for 
her. She will undergo a rite 
which will mark her passage 
from childhood to adulthood. She 
will undergo circumcision. 

Not so for Gladys Mwari, who 
shivers at the thought of “facing 
the razor blade.” She even con- 


BIRTHS IN THE U.S. 
INCREASE FOR THE FIRST 
TIME SINCE 1990 
WASHINGTON, DC (NNPA)—The 
number of births in the United 
States rose in 1998 for the first time 
since 1990, according to a report 
recently released. “Births: Final 
Data for 1998," prepared by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention's National Center for 
Health Statistics, shows that over 
3,900,000 children were born in 
1998, a 2 percent increase from 
1997. The birth rate (the number of 
births per 1,000 population) and the 
fertility rate (the number of births 
per 1,000 women aged 15-44) also 
increased slightly in 1998. The 
increase in numbers of births was 
fueled by increases in birth rates for 
women in their twenties, the princi- 
pal childbearing ages, and for 
women in their thirties, 
1976. 


running away from 
home to her aunt’s, but a sharp 
rebuke from her elderly parents 
persuades her to stay home. 

Jane Muthoni considers her- 
self lucky. Though her parents 
have made all of the prepara- 
tions for the circumcision cere- 
mony, a social worker she confid- 
ed in about her fears of the cere- 
mony “abducts” her. 

Every year hundreds of 
Kenyan girls undergo circumci- 
sion, also referred to as cli- 
toridectomy or female genital 
mutilation, . according to 
UNICEF. 

Circumcision of women in 
some communities is held in the 
highest esteem. Those who prac- 
tice it say the rite is meant to ini- 
tiate girls into adulthood. Most 
girls in communities that prac- 
tice it abandon school to get mar- 
rie 

The communities also believe 
that circumcision helps girls to 
remain virgins. Men who sup- 
port the idea say tie practice 
represses the sexual desire of 


women and is a way of curbing 
promiscuity. 

Female circumcision, howey- 
er, has been associated with sev- 
eral fatal health risks such as 
hemorrhaging, infection and 
shock. Long term consequences 
are sterility, menstrual irregu- 
larities, difficulties during inter- 
course, urinary tract infections 
and problems during childbirth. 

In addition, there are psycho- 
logical effects, which in many 
cases are subtle and buried with- 
in. 

A Kenyan medic, Dr. O. 
Oburu, says the equipment used 
by local communities during eir- 
cumcision in most cases is not 
sterilized and can infect the initi- 
ated with disease, including 
HIV/AIDS, hence the need to 
educate the practitioners on the 
consequences of this outdated 
custom. 

A woman leader agrees, say- 
ing: “I underwent the ritual 
when I was a young girl and the 
tools of trade were not only 
rusty, but generally unhygienic. 
I now realize the dangers I faced 
after the ritual.” 

esearch carried out by the 
Programs for Appropriate Tech- 
nology in Health says the prac- 
tice gives some Kenyan girls the 
courage to have early sex as a 
test of their womanhood. 

According to the research, 
health workers found that some 
of the girls have to undergo 
another “cut” when they are 
married as their sex organs are 
stitched at the time of circumci- 
sion. 

The practice is more common 
among the Somali of northern 
Kenya and in Somalia itself. 


Conference 


examines 


relationship between 
Jefferson and Hemings 


RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — A 
conference that took place on 
April 8 examined the relation- 
ship between Thomas Jefferson 
and his slave and likely lover 
Sally Hemings, in an attempt to 
determine if anyone should care 
about it. 

The conference was held at 
the University of Richmond. Par- 
ticipants included former Uni- 
versity of Virginia pathologist 
Eugene A. Foster, who two years 
ago performed DNA tests that 
linked the Jefferson family to 
Eston Hemings — Sally Hem- 
ings’ youngest son. 

ina Andrews, screenwriter 
for the CBS miniseries “Sally 
Hemings: An American Scandal” 
and Annette Gordon-Reed; a 
New York University law profes- 
sor, who in her 1997 book on Jef- 
ferson and Hemings accused 
past Jefferson biographers of 
laboring to reject a charge they 
didn’t want to believe, were 
among the conference’s pan- 
elists. 

“People should care because I 
think they should care about 
actual events that occurred,” 
said Dianne Swann-Wright, 
director of special programs at 
the Thomas Jefferson Memorial 
Foundation, which owns and 
operates Monticello. 

“As African-Americans, we 


have become accustomed to peo- 
ple not recognizing our history as 
part of American history. So, for 
African-Americans this is an 
emotional issue,” Swann-Wright 
said. 

Rumors that Jefferson and 
Hemings were lovers began cir- 
culating during his presidency, 
although the third president pri- 
vately denied the liaison. 

ut stories passed on 
through generations of Hemings 
descendants hold that Jefferson 
and the teenage slave became 
lovers while he was American 
minister to France, and 
remained so until his death in 
1a 

Hemings was the daughter of 
Jefferson’s father-in-law, John 
Wayles, and slave Elizabeth 
Hemings, which makes Sally the 
half-sister of Jefferson’s wife, 
who died young. 

lainstream scholars have 
rejected the claim, but the 
results of DNA tests issued in 
November 1998 matched descen- 
dants of Eston Hemings with 
Jefferson’s family. The test, how- 
ever, did not get a match with 
descendants of Thomas Wood- 
son, who may have been Hem- 
ings’ oldest son. 

“People have a lot of feelings 
and emotions about this,” 
Swann-Wright said, 


It has become such a big 
issue in Kenya that those who 
are not circumcised in local com- 
munities are considered out- 
casts, 
“Today women of my age 
shun me, while men use deroga- 
tory terms to describe me,” Anne, 
from Meru district, told PANA. 

She flashed a newspaper and 
pointed to an item where seven 
middle-aged women have been 
arraigned in a court of law 
accused of forcefully circumcis- 
ing one of their age mates - 
neighbor. 
“That’s my home village and 
I know both the accused and the 
victim,” she said. 

Thousands of girls worldwide 


are subjected to the practice. In 
Kenya, the removal of the clitoris 
and labia minora without stitch- 
ing is common, while in other 
countries, the wound is stitched 
together after the removal of the 
clitoris labia minora and labia 
majora. 

Campaigners against 
vice and social workers 
eae E iat NED: Tete 
come up with programs where 
they sensitize the communities 
against the practice and instead 
“graduate” the girls to adulthood 


ae 


with certificates instead of the 


razor. 
At these seminars, the girls 
are educated on important issues 
of womanhood. Participants are 


Tickets 


upper primary and secondary 
school girls. 

The new method of initiating 
girls into mature women is, how- 
ever, meeting resistance from 
members of the communities 
where circumcision is prevalent. 

The communities, which 
include the Maasai, Kisii, Meru, 
Samburu and Pokots, believe 
that if a girl does not undergo the 
rite, she will be haunted by the 
spirits of her ancestors. 

ome close relatives, like 
brothers and husbands of uncir- 
cumcised women, are also said to 
secretly arrange for their uncir- 
cumcised sisters and wives to 
receive the “cut” without the 
women’s consent. 
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should be taking place. 


Patience 

Snide, offensive, and rude comments have no merit or value in| 
the workplace. As a matter of fact, they serve no purpose at all, 
other than to relieve the pinned up aggression by the person 
delivering them. And the annoying under the breath comments| 
do nothing but reveal one’s immaturity. True, when working with| 
a group of people there are all types of personalities, that youl 
must learn to deal with. However, to get a handle on these per- 
sonalities one must take the time to understand people, and when| 
you arrive at this lofty level in life, the snide, offensive, defensive, 
and rude comments will become history. So how does one arrive| 
lat this place, when people no longer get on your last nerve -| 
patience. Yes, this is the key- practicing patience I once read, is| 
lwhen you put the car in idle when you really feel like stripping, 
the gears. I thought this was a pretty profound statement. If you| 
do not demonstrate patience, then it suggests that there is tur- 
moil happening within you. People need to develop a sense off 
calm, especially, when working with other people in an closed| 
environment, because otherwise it disturbs the groove of what| 
And this is not to say that people don’t} 
stress you, but learning how to filter that stress to bring about a| 
harmonious working environment, is the challenge. Peace be still. 
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Election 2000: 
We can’t afford to lose this time 


The results of the Democrat- 
ic and Republican primaries are 
just what Black communities 
might have expected. Leader- 
ship that reflects the least 
amount of positive return for 
African Americans seem to be 
gaining ground in this election 
race. 
Throughout the campaign, 
there has been little dialogue 
from candidates that address 
Black communities: 10 years 
ago, candidates dropped race- 
targeted keywords. They don’t 
do that anymore. These days, 
they just don’t speak much of 
Black communities at all. It's 
like being in a room where peo- 
ple politely talk around you as if 
you weren't there. As if you're 
not a factor. It’s only mildly 
rude, but in the long run, you 
know it bodes badly for you. 

That’s where we are with 
election 2000. For too many peo- 
ple, the Black vote is not consid- 
ered a factor, and that will not 
play out well for Black families 
in the long run. 

‘The next president will have 
immense influence over incom- 
ing federal judges. He will make 
choices over issues that strongly 
affect communities of color such 
as the minimum wage, health 
care, education and teaching 
salaries and law enforcement 
agencies and policies. The next 
president's administration will 
use the results of the census to 


School choice offers hope 


By Lee Hubbard 


Just before the holidays last 
year, the aspirations of thou- 
sands of Cleveland schoolchild- 
ren were put on hold when feder- 
al judge Solomon Oliver ruled 
that a Cleveland school choice 
program was a violation of the 
separation of church and sta 
and was therefore unco: 
tional. 

That’s a shame because 
Cleveland's four-year-old vouch- 
er program gives needy families 
with children in kindergarten 
through sixth grade up to $2,500 
in tuition vouchers. 

At issue is that most of the 


shape arguments in favor of his 
party and agenda. Depending on 
who is in that seat, policies that 
will have sweeping impact on 
Black communities will be draft- 
ed and put to congress. The next 
president will also shoulder the 
responsibility of leadership at a 
time when race and violence are 
explosive and sensitive issues in 
the nation’s cultural climate. 

We cannot afford to sit this 
one out. Whether Black voters 
show up at the polls or not, 
choices will be made and some- 
one’will be deciding what we will 
and will not have. Someone who 
doesn’t currently seem to consid- 
er Black votes to be a factor. We 
must change that perception. 
The list of names of people who 
have been recent victims of hate 
and violence — Abner Louima, 
Amadou Diallo, Michael Shoels 
(Columbine massacre) — is to 
end, we must get back onto the 
radar screen of the political 
process. It’s not just our vote as 
individuals, but also in reaching 
out to others who aren't yet reg- 
istered and convincing them to 
come to the table on this. The 
NAACP intends to register five 
million by November. That’s a 
winning strategy. 

But our point is this; it’s not 
so important which candidate 
wins in November, Black folks 
simply can’t afford to sit idly by 
and lose. 

—The Black Press of America 


3,543 children enrolled in the 
Cleveland program are in reli- 
gious schools. Oliver said that 
because nearly all the 56 partici- 
pating schools were religion- 
based, the program had “the 
effect of advancing religion 
through government-supported 
religious indoctrination.” While 
Oliver ordered the program shut 
down, he agreed to let it continue 
until an appeal could be heard. 
School choice supporters said 
they would appeal the decision to 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
6th Circuit. 

And they should, as Oliver’s 
decision raised more questions 
than it answered. 
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Halt the machinery of death 


By Dr. Manning Marable 


The cruelest example of human rights 
violations in the United States today is the 
death penalty. Everyone knows that the 
death penalty is not now, nor has it ever 
been, a deterrent to violent crime. Social sci- 
entists for decades have long established 
that the death penalty is inherently racist. 
African-American defendants found guilty of 
the identical crime as a white defendant are 
statistically at least four times more likely to 
be given the death penalty. Black people cur- 
rently comprise more than 40 percent of 
death row inmates. Regional differences 
make it 160 times more likely that a person 
convicted of a capital offense in the South 
will be executed than one in the Northeast. 
And of course, the capital justice system can 
never guarantee that innocent people won't 
be executed by the state. For these and other 
reasons, the U.S. Supreme Court, in the 
1972 case of Furman v. Georgia, outlawed 
capital punishment. 

Since the death penalty was reinstated in 
1976, there has been mounting legal evi- 
dence that capital punishment cannot be 
implemented in a fair and impartial manner. 
The state of Illinois, for example, currently 
has 161 people on death row. Since 1977, 12 
people in Illinois have been executed, but 13 
on death row were proven to have been 
wrongly convicted. Several death row prison- 
ers in Illinois were freed after a Northwest- 
ern University journalism class proved that 
they were innocent and that others had actu- 
ally committed the crimes. 

The Chicago Tribune recently examined 
the almost 300 cases in Illinois during the 
past 23 years in which the death penalty was 
rendered. About one half of the 260 cases 
that were appealed were ultimately reversed 
in favor of new trials or sentencing hearings. 
In at least thirty cases, the Chicago Tribune 
revealed that defendants in capital cases had 
been represented by attorneys who were dis- 
barred or suspended from legal practice. 

This overwhelming evidence that inno- 


cent people were being executed in the state 
prompted Illinois Governor George Ryan, a 
Republican, to order a halt on the use of the 
death penalty. Ryan i is a long-time supporter 
of capital ut as he 


moratorium on implementing the death 
penalty, and called for the creation of a new 
state commission to study Pennsylvania’s 
capital punishment. Democratic City Coun- 
Donna Miller, who introduced the 


to the press, “I now favor a moratorium, 
because I have grave concerns about our 
state’s shameful record of convicting inno- 
cent people and putting them on death row.” 

he opposite extreme on the political 
spectrum from Ryan is represented by 
another Republican, Texas Governor George 
W. Bush. A 


resolution, observed that “90 percent of the 
people on Pennsylvania's death row are peo- 
ple who cannot afford legal counsel, and 90 
percent of those from Philadelphia are peo- 
ple of color.” 

In Congress, Democratic U.S. Senator 
Russ Feingold has called on the Clinton 
ation to issue a similar moratori- 


conservative,” Bush has been downright 
vicious in his implementation of capital pun- 
ishment. In six short years, Bush has 
presided over the executions of more than 
one hundred people, and according to him, 
every single one of them was guilty 
recent New York Times article by 
Stephen B. Bright, the director of the South- 
ern Center for Human Rights in Atlanta, 
illustrates how the Texas “assembly-line 
process” for dispatching people to the “execu- 
tion chamber” works. Texas has no public 
defender system, and attorneys who have lit- 
tle or no experience in the defense of capital 
cases are assigned. They are often unable to 
retain independent investigators to review 
the evidence necessary to provide proof of a 
defendant’s innocence. Bright notes, “The 
Texas courts do not even require that 
defense counsels remain awake during tri- 
als.” In several capital cases, defense attor- 
neys actually fell asleep, and the defendants 
were sentenced to death. One of those con- 
victed, Carl Johnson, was executed in 1995. 
The struggle to halt the execution of 
America’s most prominent political prisoner, 
African-American journalist Mumia Abu- 
Jamal, has helped to spark a grassroots 
movement to end capital punishment. Legis- 
latures in 16 of the 38 states with death 
penalty laws have or are reviewing moratori- 
ums on executions. Eight cities have called 
for a halt to capital punishment, of which the 
most significant is Philadelphia. Last month, 
in a 12 to 4 vote, Philadelphia’s City Council 
approved a resolution demanding a two-year 


um on all federal executions. Feingold 
explained that “the problems of inadequate 
representation, lack of access to DNA test- 
ing, police misconduct, racial bias and even 
simple errors are not unique to Illinois. 
These are problems that have plagued the 
administration of capital punishment 
around the country since the reinstatement 
of capital punishment almost a quarter cen- 
tury ago.” Several months before Feingold’s 
public challenge, Attorney General Janet 


Reno authorized’ a review to determine if: 


racial disparities exist in federal capital pun- 
ishment cases. 

These hopeful signs provide encourage- 
ment to those of us who have always opposed 
the death penalty. But we must take the 
struggle to halt capital punishment to the 
next level. We should challenge elected offi- 
cials who are soliciting our votes in the fall 
2000 elections to have -the political and 
moral decency to support the death penalty 
moratorium. In the words of Supreme Court 
Associate Justice Harry Blackman, we must 
halt once and for all the “machinery of 
death.” 


Dr. Manning Marable is Professor of His- 
tory and Political Science, and the Director of 
the Institute for Research in African-Ameri- 
can Studies, Columbia University. “Along the 
Color Line” is distributed free of charge to 
over 325 publications throughout the U.S. 
and internationally. Dr. Marable’s column is 
also available on the Internet at www.man- 
ningmarable.net 


Census: It’s not too late to get our fair share 


The Black Press of America 


professional credit issues or for 


Washington, on the 


trading $184 million; Oakland, $11 mil- 


It may seem as though it’s 
the day after the big event. Like 
the day after Christmas, or the 
Superbowl or even April 15 
(another date that looms like a 
vulture), the census rolls 
through like a rambling 18- 
wheeler; latch on now because 
tomorrow doesn’t count. Do it or 
wait ten years for another shot. 

Actually, however, in this 
case it’s not too late to be count- 
ed in the census. The hard count 
of the census—the door-to-door 
count—is still being tabulated 
until May 2000. That is the part 
that really matters. 

For those who step away 
from the census because of Big 
Brother paranoia, personal or 


any other notions that cause us 
to avoid the federal radar, those 
concerns don’t factor in with the 
census. After all, most federal 
agencies can find whomever they 
want without a census 


Da 
The census is our 


leveraging point at 
the negotiation 


room floor on Wall Street and in 
the boardrooms on Fifth Avenue. 

When funding is allocated 
toward issues such as eliminat- 
ing the digital divide or proper 
provisions for health care, we 
stand to gain more than we may 
lose by far. 

And, we lost big last time 
around. In the 1990 census, 
more than 1.4 million African 
Americans were not counted. 
That means across the board, 
including housing, civil rights, 


tables in policing, lending and anti-dis- 
Washi crimination law, we were under- 
ashington. represented. 
gt It is that these 
cities lost the following in state 
‘The census is our leveraging and/or federal funding: 


point at the negotiation tables in 


Angeles, $120 million; Chicago, 


lion and Detroit blew $54 mil- 
lion. New York City lost more 
than $415 million in federal 
funds alone. 

We can still change this. 
Talk to neighbors and friends. 
Take a community call approach 
to make sure others fill out the 
census. And they need to check 
black if that is how they are per- 
ceived in daily life. This is not 
the time to recall the five percent 
Greek blood from great-great 
grandparents. Like Ebenezer 
Scrooge, this is the morning 
after that we can reclaim. Late 
filing is better than not filing at 
all. It is something that we must 
do for now and for our future. 
Otherwise, like Scrooge, our 
future looks pretty grim. 


Stupid Tuesday: Why Americans don’t vote and should 


Dr. Lenora Fulani 


When Al Gore gave his victo- 
ry speech recently as the voting 
wrapped up in the 12 states he 
won, he proclaimed with a wide, 
wide grin, “Now we know why 
they call it Super Tuesday!” 

Super Tuesday, indeed. 
Before we get all puffed up and 
over-energized like the Vice Pres- 
ident did, we might want to ask, 
“what exactly was “super” about 
it?” The Democratic Party pro- 
duced its ower primary turnout 
in 40 years — the one exception 
being 1996. when Bill Clinton ran 
unopposed for his party's nomi- 
nation. (That was the year he col- 
lected $13 million in taxpayer 
money to run a primary cam- 
paign against no one.) Last Tues- 
day, the energized Democrats — 
to the extent there were any — 
voted in the crossover Republican 


primaries for John McCain. All 
told, it doesn’t sound like a Super 
Tuesday for your average Democ- 
ratic voter. 

It wasn’t much of a Super 
‘Tuesday for your average Repub- 
lican voter, either. While John 
McCain’s anti-establishment, 
untitspecial interest crusade pro- 


‘duced the highest turnout in a 


Republican Party primary since 
1964, his five million vote insur- 
gency was crushed by the party 
machine in 13 out of 21 states 
Bush’s “compassionate cons 
vatism” was supplanted by a 
ruthless mobilization of core 
Republican voters, executed 
largely by the 29 Republican gov- 
ernors who backed Bush and 
used the states’ political machin- 
ery to get out the vote. 

In New York, Governor 
George Pataki attempted to keep 
McCain and other challengers off 


the ballot altogether. But when 
public outcry and an indignant 
federal court judge threatened to 
overturn him, Pataki withdrew. 
Nonetheless, while McCain car- 
ried parts of New York City, 
Bush outpolled McCain handily 
upstate, and 10% of Bush voters 
queried in exit polls said that the 
Pataki endorsement made the 
difference in their choice. New 
York was also one of the states 
where Republican turnout was 
down from previous years. No 
wonder there are whispers about 
puffing Pataki on the Bush ticket 
ows how to mobilize loy- 
alists from a shrinking elec- 
torate. If anything, Super Tues- 
day was more Stupid than Super, 
replete with stupid victory 
speeches and stupid commentary 
by the media. 

“It looks like it's going to be 
Gore vs. Bush in November,” 
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excitedly concluded numerous 
journalistic commentators as I 
surfed the newstalk channels. 
Now that’s a daring conclusion! 
You had two closely managed 
scions of the political elite class 
running with the total and huge- 
ly funded support of their respec- 
tive party machines — one of 
which reached all the way to the 
White House and the other into 
29 state houses 

And what of John McCain? 
He, in effect, provided a cover for 
the media and power moguls to 
create the illusion that there was 
a hard fought battle for the nom- 
ination. He and the pro-reform 
independents made it possible to 
say there was a.contest. That the 
candidates engaged one another 
fiercely. That the voters had to 
choose. And they did! Whom did 
they choose? They chose the can- 
didates of the status quo. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 


DENVILLE “The Benefits of 
Globalization to New Jersey's R&D,” 
will be held at the Westin Hotel. For 
further information, call (973) 627- 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13 


NEWARK - The U.S. Small Business 
Administration sponsors the seminar 
“The Business Plan-You Need One.” 
For information, call (973) 645-2434 


FRIDAY, APRIL 14 


NEWARK - Rutgers University is hold- 
ing a basic Internet and computer 
class. For more information, call (973) 
242-4128 


» WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19 


NEW YORK - The Power Breakfast 
‘Seminar Series 2000 will be held at the 
Roosevelt Hotel. For information, call 
(888) 233-1110, 


THURSDAY, MAY 11 


NEWARK - GNBDC Training & 
Technical Assistance Program; focus- 
es on small business, financials & 
taxes. Classes run from 8:30 to 11:30 
am. in the RBP Conference Room, 
For further information, contact Tendai 
Ndoro at (973) 242-4128. 


‘WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 


NEWARK - Newark 


Investing basics: mutual funds 
versus individual securities 


WESTFIELD (AP) — Even 
though 48.2 percent of Americans 
own stocks, either in mutual 
funds or individually, an 
Investment Company Institute 
(the mutual fund industry's trade 
group) survey shows that most 
investors do not understand what 
investments they own or how 
they work. 

‘Almost everyone has a need 
to learn the basics of mutual 
funds. Some people might need to 
know how to choose 


funds should be a major part of 
their investment portfolio, unless 
they have a lot of money and 
ample time to devote to investing 
in individual securities. While 
there are arguments for buying 
stocks and bonds direc 
er buyinwg mutual funds fi 
st least uss AAI Me A core bail 
ing, because there are drawbacks 
to individual stock and bond pick- 
ing and trading. The first draw- 
back to individual securities is 


ness. Second, purchasing individ- 
ual securities involves higher 
transaction costs. Even when you 
use a discount broker, the com- 
missions you pay to buy and sell 
are not cheap, although the cost 
of online trading is getting lower 
every year. Third, owning indi- 
vidual stocks means less proba 
bility of proper diversification. To 
properly diversify a stock portfo- 
lio, you need to own at least 10 to 
20 different companies in differ- 
ent i which could cost 


for a 401(k) or other retirement 
plan. Others might want to invest 
money received from an insur- 
ance or divorce settlement. Many 
people just want to know how to 
get started as an investor. Still 
others own a hodge-podge of finds 
bought at various times without 
much thought to how they com- 
plement each other. 

Getting a year-end bonus, a 
tax refund, or just reading that a 
popular fund is about to close 
prompts many would-be 
investors to buy a fund. 

An individual's investment 
portfolio should be more than just 
a collection of mutual funds. 
Before you select funds to invest 
in, you will want to determine 
your investment goals, the time- 
frame for needing the money, and 
the amount of risk you are willing 
to take. 


For most people, mutual 


‘The first 

drawback to 
individual securities 
is that it takes a 
great deal of time 
and expertise to 
analyze a company. 


that it takes a great deal of time 
and expertise to analyze a compa- 
ny, ` its prospects for earnings 
growth, how it compares to its 
competitors with regard to perfor- 
mance over the short and long 
term, the company’s debt level 
and credit worthiness, what new 
products are in the pipeline, and 
technological changes looming 
that might harm or improve busi- 


thousands of dollars. For the 
same price you might pay for 100 
shares of one security, you can 
buy shares in a fund ‘that owns 
100 securities. Diversification 
lowers your investment risk if 
one or two stocks plunge, others 
may gain in value, offsetting the 
loss. 

Nevertheless, there are sever- 
al’circumstances when you do not 
need mutual funds: 

You are adept at picking indi- 
vidual stocks? 

You have at least $20,000 — 
$50,000 to buy at least 10 to 20 
stocks on stock 


NEW YORK (AP) _ Oprah 
Winfrey knew she had a problem 
when a woman who 
interviewing to be the editor of 
her new magazine asked the fol- 
lowing question: “I would like to 
know, who will be the queen?” 

Obviously, that particular 
candidate didn’t get the job. 

There is little question that 
Winfrey, from her perch in 
Chicago, is the reigning monarch 
of her latest media venture, a 
new magazine that bears her 
nickname, “O.” 

Due out on newsstands April 
19, 2000, O is intended to bring 
Winfrey's message of self-deter- 
mination and empowerment for 
women, already widely dissemi- 
nated over the airwaves, into a 
magazine format. 

She did eventually find an 
editor in Ellen Kunes who, 
Winfrey says, “has done a good 
job of not having her ego get in 
the way with someone like me, 
who has such a big mouth.” 

Making sure the point isn’t 
lost, she emphasizes: “I won't 
shut up. I WON'T SHUT UP! 
That’s on the record.” 

In order to morph the Oprah 


was 


prices), or you plan to invest in 
‘Treasury hills, notes, or bonds. 

In the last case, you would 
probably do better purchasing 
treasury securities directly 
through the Federal Reserve's 
Treasury Direct program, 
(www.publiedebt.treas.gov) 


into the printed 
word, Winfrey partnered with 
Hearst, the publisher of major 
women's magazines such as 
Cosmopolitan and Marie Claire. 
Hearst is accustomed to working 
with partners, putting out 
SmartMoney with Dow Jones 
and Talk with the Miramax film 


Oprah, queen of the 
airwaves, moves to print 


File photo 


Oprah Winfrey 
studio. 
O will be slightly oversize, 


about the shape of Martha 
Stewart Living, said publisher 
Alyce Alston. The initial print 
run was planned for 850,000, but 
was recently pushed up to 1 mil- 
lion, making it an aggressive 
launch. 


The magazine will be 
bimonthly for two issues, then 
monthly beginning in 
September. 


For Winfrey, who will be the 
magazine's editorial director and 
also will write occasional arti- 
cles, the transition from televi- 
sion to print has been the hard- 
est thing she’s done since first 
going on TV in 1973. Long lead 
times, working without a cam- 
era, and relying on a tape 
recorder in interviews were ‘all 
new experiences. 


Airport Eighth Annual 2000 Aviation 
Career and Education Expo theme is 
to be determined. Time is from 8::30 - 

00 pm. For additional information, 
contact lola E. Davis at Port Authority 
at 973-961-6265, 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 


New York/New Jersey Minority 
Purchasing Council, Inc. presents 
Marketing & Business Expo 200 at 
Sheraton New, York Towers contact 
(212) 502-5663 


Mathew F. Raftree named president of Investors Savings Bank 


MILLBURN — The Board of 
Directors of Investors Savings 
ank unanimously named 
Mathew F. Raftree as Partick J. 
Grant’s successor as President 
and CEO; Grant will remain as 
Chairman of the Board of the 
bank: 


City News Business Directory 


Raftree, a Certified Public 
Accountant, came to Investors 
as Senior Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer in 1993 
and has directed the investment 
and accounting operations of the 
bank since then; he was elected 
to the Board of Directors in 1991 
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and was named Executive Vice 
President in 1992 

Prior to joining Investors 
Savings, Raftree served as both 
the acting Executive Director 
and Director of Finance of the 
NJ Housing Finance Agency and 
Executive Vice President and 
CFO for Harmonia Savings 
Bank. A graduate of Seton Hall 
University, he began his career 
with KPMG Peat Marwick in 
1960. 

Raftree’s professional affilia- 
tions include the American 
Institute of Certified Public 


Accountants, the New Jersey 
Society of Certified Public 
Accountants and the Financial 
Managers Society of New York- 
New Jersey. 
He and his wife Adrienne 
reside in Colts Nec! 
rant, a graduate of Iona 
College in New Rochelle, New 
York, was elected President and 
Chief Executive Officer in April 
of 1990. During his tenure, 
Investors has grown to be one of 
the strongest banks in the 
Garden State, with assets in 
excess of $4 billion and 32 offic 


serving Essex, Middlesex, 
Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, and 
Union counti 

Investors Savings’ Board of 
Directors also announced that 
Robert M. Cashill, a graduate of 
St. Peters College, has been 
named Executive Vice 
President/Investment Portfolio 
Manager. He came to Investors 
Savings from Salomon Smith 
Barney in 1998 and has served 
as both a member of the bank's 
board and Senior Vice 
President of Investors Savings 
Bank 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


THE MONMOUTH COUNTY BOARD OF CHOS 
CREATED A FAIR HOUSING O. 


ATTENTION 


residents of 


Monmouth County 


The Monmouth County Fair Housing Board has been established by the 
Board of Chosen Freeholders to provide policy and guidance on compli- 


ICE AND APPOINTED A FAIR HOUS 


ING BOARD 


‘Serve as finance staff members of the Schoo 
Reddy wroteon Rete het vil wok coset FE = visible within the ance with State and Federal fair housing laws and regulations to protect the 
and services and in the expansion of eat chid: gage rights of all Monmouth County residents. The Fair Housing Office will 
services. indidat il ist . ` e p : 
Pape aminde Bap airar rade aca City a as N provide the following services: 
and approve annual district budgets, monitor dis 
analyze district i ; 
Pint teal aa Nt rae Advertise in piecon pee 1. Coordination of a county-wide approach to ensure fair housing for residents. 
Mosier’ Depiseiio’ Bibiyees’ oF verti: 1 ‘We Appreciate Our 
Public Administraton. CPA may be substituted for Customers” 2. Establishment of an intake and screening procedure for discrimination complaints. 
seur loea gk raeng a. 4 26 Branford Place eae [Vines ada Aso stances “i $ k GE s for filing ac lz 
Esperance in bugot anahis nE larregi City News By Wo crags Services will include assistance and counseling on procedures for filing a complaint, 
who believe they possess equivalent quaii aia 3 help in completing the complaint form, and review and verification process. 
are encouraged to submit written indicat- 5 
ing how their background and quality eww islamicproducts.convll htm 3. Provide general information and assistance on housing problems, and when neces- 
‘tem for the postion. Please forward resumes no later call 973-642-4400 i k i on 
than May 14, 2000. Applications afer dos- sary refer clients to other agencies that are funded and staffed to handle a specific 


PERSONNEL DIREC! housing problem, including referral to the New Jersey Department of Civil Rights. 


R 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
REFER j60-F05 


y. TRENTON, AJ 08625-030 COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR Advertise your 
state.nj.us/education Salary $65,598.90 - $89,074.00 . 


4, Education, training and technical assistance to individuals, groups, agencies and/or 
| organizations 
Si Acquire and coordinate assistance of New Jersey Division of Civil Rights, and the 
[U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for verification of dis- 
crimination practices and negotiation settlement for fair housing problems. 


FINANCIAL ANALYST business in 
44 - $i 


Salary $48,1 66,372.52 
a ES na eee! 
including 


aid program 
Soca sve ose 


City News 


processing 
te aid payments to schoo! dis- 


The office will provide service and assistance to the general public howev- 
ef, we have targeted the following groups as our highest priority: 


ing and writing skits are a must A background in 
ph 


New Jersey’s 
least three non-retumable writing samples, oe oar 
2000 to: 


than Apri 24, 
ven nT ya MINORITIES, HANDICAPPED, HOMELESS, SENIOR CITIZENS, 
ra aeEREce aera FAIR HOUSING GROUPS, CONCERNED HOME/APARTMENT 
eit amdi T African LEASE GROUPS, HOMEBUILDERS, REALTORS, LENDING 
INSTITUTIONS AND MUNICIPALITIES. 
American 
pon maemo | COUNTY OF MONMOUTH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
iol lane ohm 
Port nan eh rere Pte PWOBRRE HALL OF RECORDS ANNEX, I EAST MAIN STREET, FREEHOLD, NJ 07728 
PERSONNEL DIRECTOR n yy Serco Oe Mody Paza, Pennsauken, NJ 08110. al i , _ TEL. 732-431-7490 


EOE M/F/D/V) 


te.njusředucati 


ADVERTISE!!! 


Looking for a few good men and women wih debt || 973-642-4400 
experience to sell and service ie ins. - 

Salary! Company Convention! All Benefits! Great 

Opportunity! Phone 973-826-5615 and ask for Mr. 

Holmes, You'll be glad you did. 
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Ron Kenoly 
undergoes 
double bypass 


“I am resurrection and the 
life. He who believes in me, 
though he may die shall live. 
(John 11:25) 


Gospel Insider's heartfelt 
prayers go to Ron Kenoly who 
underwent double bypass heart 
surgery last month. According to 
his publicist, the elder Kenoly, is 
still expected to perform at the 
Dove Awards at the Grand Ole 
Opry. 

In addition to the Dove 
Awards, the annual New York 
State Gospel Convention will be 
held in Rochester,«NY on April 


12-15. For more information, 


contact (716) 436-3344. 

Gospel Insider 2000 weekend 
radio show premieres nationally 
this month, in the Top 40 US 
Markets, including WTHE in 
New York, KLTX/KLTH in Los 
Angeles, KHVN in Dallas and 
KDYA in Oakland/San Francis- 


co. 

Featured guests on the first 
Gospel Insider 2000 Weekend 
Edition include Dottie Peoples, 
Pop Winans, Yolanda Adams, 
and Dr. Mattie Moss Clark. 

Locally Gospel Insider 2000 
“Weekend Edition” can be heard 
on WIMG-AM/1300 AM and 
WTHE-AM/1520 AM. 

The New York State Gospel 
Group will host its fifth annual 
Gospel Fest, which takes place 
from April 12-15. All religious 
groups, choirs, soloists, step 
teams and churches are invited 
to attend the four-day event. For 
more information, call (716) 436- 
3344. 

A few months ago, Men of 
Standard settled their lawsuit 
against Muscle Scholls Records. 
Now it appears that the group 

« has found a new manager in Jef- 
fery Rolle. Jeffery Rolle is also 
the husband of the talented 
Kelly Price. 


Gospel Insider On The Road 


This month we team up with 
“Burn” (Black University Radio 
Network) for “Spring Fest” at 
the University of Texas at Hous- 
ton, Friday April 14. If you are in 
the Houston area, please visit 
us. 


Attention Future Gospel Stars 


If you are a performer or 
artist looking for the opportunity 
to display your talent, you may 
want to attend the highiy antici- 
pated music and arts convention 
founded by Edwin and Bishop 
Walter Hawkins. The conven- 
tion takes place June 25 through 
July 1 at the Love Center 
Church in Oakland, CA and 
record company executives, 
radio announcers and other 
media representatives are 
expected to attend. Contact (510) 
264-1766 for more information. 


Gospel Insider wants to hear 
from the community. If you 
think that your pastor is an out- 
standing servant of God, a true 
blessing to your congregation 
that’s on fire for the Lord, nomi- 
nate them for the Top 10 Con- 
gregation in the Nation. Honors 
will be awarded June 15-30 dur- 
ing Black Music Month. Call the 
Gospel Insider Feedback line @ 
(323) 969-8474, or send a post- 
card to 3401 Barham Blvd., 
Suite 5, Los Angeles, CA 90068. 
All phone calls and postcards 
must be received by midnight, 
May 22. 


According to Brother Paul 
Gentle at Gospel Insider/KCEP- 
FM Power 88 in Las Vegas, lis- 
teners’ Top five songs of the 
week are: 


We Worship You The Col- 
orado Mass Choir 
At The Table 
Smallwood 
vee Hear The Music Vickie 
i 


Richard 


nans 
Send Up Judah Donald 
Malloy 

Yeah Yolanda Adams 


The 19th Annual Gospel 
Music Excellence Awards spon- 
sord by the GMWA were recent- 
ly awarded. Richard Smallwood 
took home six awards. Deitrick 
Haddon, Brent Jones and 
Hezekiah Walker were also mul- 
tiple winners. 


Jumuah: Nurturing the children 


NEWARK — To all congre- 
gates of the Islamic faith, there 
was a column written in “The 
Sure Reality”, the newsletter of 
Masjid Al-Haqq, which centered 
on those “Believers Who Bring 
Their Children to Jumuah,” 
which was written by Habibual- 
lah Saleem. 

Jumuah, which is an oblig- 
atory congregational Friday 
prayer, is a sure way of provid- 
ing children of Islam faith with 
the nutriment they need to grow 
in their faith. 

“In Newark, there is a major 
effort that’s been set in motion 
to bring greater unity and har- 
mony among all Muslims and all 
Masjids” said Saleem. “The mes- 
sage of concern is ringing in the 
ears of our young future leaders, 
as they are seen sitting on the 
floor at Masjid Al-Haqq and 
other locations. From babies all 
the way to teenagers, the seeds 
of the future are being planted 
with tremendous vision concern- 
ing our future. Muslim status is 


A tribute to 


UPN 9 anchor Reggie Harris 
File photo 


By Gloria Dulan-Wilson 


Reggie Harris was a very 
handsome black man, a man of 
principle, and a deeply spiritual 
eing. He tried to lend those 
principles to all his news 
reports, which many have led to 
his dismissal from CBS in 1997. 
However, their loss was defi- 
nitely UPN 9's gain. The coup of 
having Reggie serve as field 


ISLAM 


growing in America. y 
It is further ‘stated by 
Saleem, how Imam W. Deen 


Mohammed, who made a visit to 
Newark, spoke on the impor- 
tance of organizing youth pro- 


grams for a progressive move- 
ment among the fledgling con- 
gregates. 

Saleem continued: “Since the 
Imam’s visit, Allah has blessed 
us with increased achievements, 
whereby students are able to 
attend after school tutorial 
classes, causing them to improve 
in their academic and social 
skills.” 

As a matter of fact, in Pater- 
son and Jersey City, an all out 
push to incorporate these pro- 
grams. for students to benefit 
from are underway. “In order to 
grow as Muslims, we must learn 
to show our faith not only when 
things go the way we want them, 
but when they are seemingly at 
times just the opposite,” said 
Saleem. “It is Allah, through the 
life of the Prophet Muhammed, 
who has given us the best exam- 
ple for joy and struggle. So 
remember, bringing our children 
to Jumuah is truly an advantage 
we must not allow to escape us 
Allahu Akbar! 


Reggie Harris: A man of principle 


reporter enhanced the already 
stellar news team, made up of 
anchor Brenda Blackmon and 
Ernie Enastos. They gave him a 
free hand to do his coverage his 
way, leading to some of the most 
important exclusives ever. 

Blackmon, in making the 
announcement of Reggie's 
death, could not contain her 
tears (quite frankly, neither 
could I), In fact, it’s not easy to 
maintain so-called journalistic 
objectivity when speaking of 
someone who has been so close. 
We would frequently swap “war 
at Perks, a favorite 
Harlem club. Reggie was fierce- 
ly proud of his children, and 
very much in love with his wife 
Diane. He was her biggest fan, 
always talking of her latest play 
(Diane was a playwright), or her 
most recent triumph. 

He was always interested in 
making sure his audience got a 
thorough understanding of the 
situation, and its impact on 
them. If it took longer than 
deadline, he would rather’stay 
and complete it than to leave it 
half done. 

At Reggie’s funeral, which 
was held March 31, at Engle- 
wood Baptist Church, in his 
eulogy, Pastor John H. Spencer, 
dr. likened him to the celestial 
reporter, John, in Revelations, 
who was instructed by God to 
“write the story and carry it 
forth to the world.” Rev. Al 
Sharpton called Reggie a “friend 
who also was a consummate 


How does the Word at your 
House of Worship 
inspire you? 


Mail or fax your testimony to: 


Ciry News 
111 Mulberry Street, 
Suite 1F 
Newark, NJ 07102 


1-800-99 


ADOPT | 


professional. He never let his 
friendship stop him from asking 
that question you hoped would 
never be asked; or pointing out a 
fact that you hoped would be 
overlooked.” To his children, 
Sharpton stated, “you can be 
proud of your father. He did not 
die from drugs, or bullet 
wounds, he did not die in dis- 
grace. He has left a legacy of 
excellence. One you can look to 
proudly.” He spoke of Reggie's 
interest in a tie company, and 
the ties he had given him as 
gifts over the year. 

“Often, after an interview, 
Reggie would look to see if I was 
wearing one of his ties,” said 
Sharpton. “Darren, I am giving 
you this tie that was given to me 
by your father. Wear it, and 
whenever you are undertaking 
anything, think of your father 
and his love for you.” 

Reggie’s brother, Clarence 
Harris, of Atlanta, GA., admit- 
ted that he was having a diffi- 
cult time understanding why 
God saw fit to take Reggie at 


this time. “But, Pm going to 
accept that you must have need- 
ed him up there more than we 
did, and’ that he’s looking down 
at us to make sure that we get 
the story straight.” 

Reggie was an example to us 
all. In addition to his work on 
screen, he spent hours in com- 
munity service, working with 
youth in his Celebrity Readers 
program, often visiting. commu- 
nity schools encouraging chil- 
dren to read and follow their 
dreams. His favorite saying, 
“Work is not life, work facili- 
tates life. They can take your 
house, your job, or turn your 
lights out if you don’t pay your 
bills. But they can never take 
away your knowledge or your 
dreams.” 

Last week, thousands from 
the broadcast and print journal- 
ism communities, along with 
other dignitaries, turned out to 
pay their respects to Reggie 
Harris, a man of principle and a 
deep spiritual being. 


Prayer) 
Corner 


GOD, THANK YOU. 


Thank You 
| for guiding us 
in building a 
| life of fulfill- 
| ment. 
Day by day, 

we are build- 
©) ing our lives 
on a founda- 
tion that God 
has created for us to build upon. 
‘The life-affirming thoughts we 
think and the God directed 
choices we make are the tools 
we use in shaping a life of 
meaningful purpose. We are 
building a life that is rich with 
a diversity of people and experi- 
ences. So the choices we make 
are ones that are inclusive and 
embrace life with the joy of liv- 
ing. What an honor it is to be in 
partnership with God in making 
simple decisions and life-chang- 
ing resolutions! Knowing that 
God is guiding us, we make 
choices that are building blocks 
on a foundation for a fulfilling 
life. “According to the grace of 
God given to me, like a skilled 
master builder I laid a founda- 
tion, and someone else is build- 
ing on it. Each builder must 
choose with care how to build 
on it.” 
1 Corinthians 3:10. 
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Well renowned ministers strike 


a lucrative note in Gospel music 


Shirley Caesar File Photo 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — The 
big gospel attraction used to be 
singers like Shirley Caesar, 
country quartets and mass 
choirs. Now, there’s a new trend 
taking the gospel industry by 
storm: singing preachers. 

Yes, those holy-rolling, Bible- 
belting advocates of righteous 
living are transforming their 
pulpits into concert stages with 
themselves as the stars. 

In the 1970's, there” were 
singing clergymen like Clay 
Evans and James Cleveland, but 
this new trend was kicked off by 
Bishop Carlton Pearson. He's 
done a series of CD's based on 
the annual Azusa Conference 
held at his Higher Dimensions 
church in Tulsa. His latest “Live 
at Azusa 3,” and all the previous 
“Azusa” CD's have all sold over 
100,000 copies. 


oy. 
Bishop Carlton Pearson 
Photo by Russ Harrington 


Pearson’s latest Azusa CD is 
up for two Dove Awards 
(Gospel’s Grammys) at the 31st 
Annual Dpve Awards, which 
takes place April 20 in Nashville. 
It will be syndicated through 
Easter weekend. 

e “Live at Azusa,” albums 
grew out of the conference wor- 
ship service. The songs that went 
over were old church songs 
People were crying. These old 
songs are the ones that really 
touched people the most. Those 
old songs kept us through the 
Jim Crow lines, civil rights riots, 
and the assassinations of 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
President John F. Kennedy in 
the ‘6( 

Bishop T.D. Jakes’ first CD, 
“Woman Thou Art Loosed,” was 


tive Jerrel Gilliam said _of 


McClendon, “Part of the divine 


based on his popular book, which 
too has been adapted into a trav- 
eling gospel play. The play will 
come to New York’s Apollo 
Theater from April 18-30. Jake's 
album was released in 1997 and 
sold over 200,000 copies. 

e flow of the song 
around the book,” said Ja of 
the album’s success. “It is geared 
toward restoration for women. It 
deals with inner healing. I think 
the church was meant to be a 
hospital for hurting people.” 

he was so successful 
that Jakes followed up with 
“Live From the Potter's House,” 
and “Sacred Love Songs.” 
Ironically, Bishop Pearson nur- 
tured Jakes’ career when he was 


built 


speak at his Azusa conference, It 
was broadcast on Trinity 
Broadcasting Network and intro- 
duced Jakes to the national 
church community. 

nother preacher Pearson 
took under his wings is Bishop 
Clarence E. McClendon. His first 
CD, “Shout Halleujah,” blows in 
May. Integrity and A&R execu- 


‘Gospel music is most 
powerful when it is 
delivered asthe Gospel.’ 
-Jerrel Gilliam 


call on him in establishing the 
Church of the Harvest was to be 
a house where praise and wor- 
ship would produce a fragrance 
that would be carried around the 
world. He is not only a bishop 
over the church, but he is the 
worship leader for the church 
Worship and spoken word are 
both vital components of this 
dynamic ministry.” 

Worship leader Ron Kenoly 
agrees. “When music is applied 
right, there is no difference 
between music and the spoken 
word,” he said. “Music prepares 
the heart for the word.” 

The former pastor from 
Jubilee Christian Center in San 


latest CD “We Offer 
Praises,” is selling briskly. 
Other notable singing 


singer Joe Simon who became a 
in the 1980s and has 


New Orleans Bishop Paul 
Morton and Houston’s Ed 
Montgomery also have gospel 
albums in the marketplace. 
Ironically, perhaps the most 
famous singing preacher, Rev. Al 
Green, hasn't had a new gospel 
album in years. 

“Gospel music is most power- 
ful when it is delivered as the 
Gospel,” said Gilliam. “The early 
pioneers carried a passion built 
on integrity in their lives that 
enhanced their music ministry. 
Entertainment is like whipped 
cream. It’s nice to cap off a great 
meal, but if you rely on it for sus- 
tenance you'll get sick. Enter the 
bishops. They are striking a 
chord with people because they 
represent the best of what 
Gospel music is all about. It is 
music that grows from a life 


grounded in the word of God 4 

The bishops restore a spiritual 

depth to gospel music because a 
music ministry is secondary to Ron Kenoly 


the preaching of the word.” 


Photo by Capital Entertainment 


Bishop T.D. Jakes’ first CD, 


“Woman Thou Art Loosed” 


based on his popular book, has been adapted into a traveling gospel play 


Coming to New York’s Apollo Theater 
April 18-30 


Bishop T.D. Jakes File Photo 
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Local Briefs 


IRVINGTON BOARD 
ELECTIONS SLATED 


There are 10 candidates who have 
qualified for the Irving ton Board of 
Education election scheduled to take 
place on May 9 

All four incumbents — D. Bilal Beasley, 
South Ward; Brian E. Coleman, East 
Ward; David Lyons, North Ward; and 
Joan Scala, West Ward — are seeking 
re-election. Only Beasley is running 
uncontested. 

In the East Ward, Coleman is being 
challenged by former East Ward 
Councilman Fred M. Bost, the husband 
of Irvington Mayor Sara Bost. 

In the North Ward, Lyons is squaring off 
against James E. Waller and Delia 
Velasquez. Waller is a township-based 
attorney who unsuccessfully ran for 
mayor in 1998, and Velasquez is an 
unsuccessful candidate for council-at- 
large that same year and the Board of 
Education in 1997. 

Velasquez is also currently a member 
of the Irvington Public Library's Board 
of Trustees. 

In the West Ward, Scala is facing three 
challengers — Eloise McDaniel, presi- 
dent of the non-profit Irvington Block 
Association Coalition; John Sowell, the 
chairman of the Board of Adjustment; 
and R. Catherine Steele, a community 
activist, coach of the Golden Knights 
cheerleading squad and chairperson of 
the Irvington Joint PTA 


MAYOR BOWSER 
HONORED AT BALL 


EAST ORANGE—A star-studded lineup 
featuring Cicely Tyson, singer Gloria 
Lynne, and the mayors of Newark, 
Orange, Paterson, Pleasantville, 
Trenton, Woodbridge, and Mount 
Vernon, N.Y., attended a ball honoring 
East Orange Mayor Robert Bowser on 
ril 7th. 
The $125-per-person “Spring Gala: The 
Year 2000,” was held at 7 p.m. in 
Mayfair Farms, Eagle Rook Avenue, 
West Orange. The event's honorary co- 
chairs include Newark M1wayor Sharpe 
James, Woodbridge Mayor Jim 
McGreevey, U.S. Senate candidate Jon 
Corzine, Essex County Democratic 
Chairman Thomas Giblin, East Orange 
Democratic Chairwoman Catherine 
Willis, and East Orange City Council 
Chairwoman Mary Patterson. 
Bowser has been mayor of East 
Orange since 1998. He won the city's 
top political post in the 1996 general 
election. His term in office runs through 
Dec. 31 of next year. 


CORZINE WEATHERS 
SLANDEROUS ATTACK 


JERSEY CITY — Senate Candidate 
Jon Corzine and Senator Robert 
Torricelli held a press conference in 
Jersey City recently so the former Wall 
Street financier could apologize for 
any disparaging remarks he might 
have made regarding Italian. 

On March 30, Corzine apologized for 
any such remarks after an Italian- 
American anti-defamation group called 
attention to his comments linking all 
Italians to organized crime: the mob. 
Another press conference was held on 
April 3 to counter an alleged attempt at 
blackmail by Michael Cino, 36, of 
Demarest. Corzine and members of 
his election staff said Cino had made 
calls to the candidate's home and 
campaign office on March 31 a ele 
ing to Make “more materiai,” 

Beaten rompers hon Coste Ae 
lic if he was not given a job in the 
campaign. 

Cino was accused of making a phone 
call to the Corzine campaign office and 
leaving a message saying that he had 
“more material, * so he thought it was 
in everyone's best interests and the 
interests of the Democratic Party to 
have that meeting.” He also said that 
call was the candidate's “last chance.” 
The “material,” Cino was talking about 
was evidence he allegedly had that 
Corzine had cracked more anti-Italian 
jokes 

At the April 3 press conference, 
Corzine released details of the threats 
allegedly phoned in by Cino. 

“On Friday evening, my wife Joanne 
received a threatening and blackmail- 
ing call from Mr. Cino,” Corzine said. 
“He called our home at 11:17 p.m., 
and spoke to Joanne for about 15 min- 
utes. | knew my candidacy represent- 
ed a challenge to the old politics. But 
what happened on Friday went too far. 
It was outrageous to threaten my fami- 
ly, let alone my reputation.” 

Corzine said he is sending a message 
to all involved, ed Cino, that he 
will not back dowi 

“There will be no Pasig {as request- 
ed by Cino on the voicemail Corzine 
played at the press conference) and 1 
will not be intimidated or blackmailed 
with midnight threats or back room 
deals,” he said. “I am unbought and 
unbossed, Mr. Cino's game is up and 
his effort in the open. It has failed.” 
Following the news conference, Sam 
Fumosa, reportedly a friend of Cino’s 
who heads up the Columbus Coalition 
with him, attempted to distance himself 
from Cino. 

Cino recently acknowledged that he 
had tried to get a job with Corzine’s 
Senate campaign, but said he never 
tried to blackmail his way in. 

Cino said his phone calls were misin- 
terpreted. He said he was only seeking 
to set up a meeting with Corzine to 
reconcile any differences they might 
have had because he did not get hired 
by the campaign. 

Corzine is a former Wall Street execu- 
tive with Goldman & Sachs. He is run- 
ning against former Gov. Jim Florio for 
the Democratic nomination to replace 
retiring U.S. Senator Frank 
Lautenberg.(D-NJ). Florio, an Italian- 
American, has said he was personally 
offended by Corzine's anti-Italian 
remarks 
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High court supports poor, urban kids 


ELIZABETH — The New 
Jersey state Supreme - Court 
recently ruled that Governor 
Christine Whitman’ s adminis- 
tration has failed to live up to its 
mandate to provide high quality 
preschool programs to the poor- 
est public school districts 
throughout the state. 

In a 6-0 ruling, the justices 
said the administration’s deci- 
sion to leave the instruction of 
three-and-four-year-old children 
in the hands of personnel in day 
Rae center AA ENE Tete 
formal education and instruction 
violated their 1998 decision in 
the Abbott V. Burke case. In 
their ruling, the justices ordered 
the state to provide advanced 
preschool curriculum taught by 
certified teachers. 

“Nineteen months ago. this 
court accepted the commitment 
made by the commissioner of 
education to undertake, in good 
faith, broad-based. educational 


reform in New Jefsey’s poor, 
urban school districts, yet once 
again we find that we must 
address these issues we thought 
were settled,” said Chief Justice 
Deborah Poritz in the court's rul- 
ing, “The programs that have 
been implemented do not con- 
form to the proposals that were 
accepted by the court.” 

Poritz said the court has been 
forced to conclude that the 
Department of Education’s use of 
community care providers 
staffed by uncertified teachers 
and governed by Department of 
Human Services day care stan- 

ards, “violates the court's 
requirements to establish quality 
preschool programs for three- 
and-four-year-old children.” 

In its ruling, the court said it 
did not believe “Education 
Commissioner David. Hespe 
acted in “bad faith,” but there 
was a “misunderstanding,” about 
what they actually wanted done. 


“In order for disadvantaged 
children to develop the language 
skills and discipline they need 
for. later educational success, 
there must be educational con- 
tent to their preschool experi- 
ence,” Poritz said. 

There are 30 Abbott districts 
in New Jersey. They include: 
Newark, Elizabeth, Jersey City, 
Plainfield, Paterson, Trenton, 
Camden, Atlantic City, Asbury 
Park, and almost every other 
major urban area in the state. It 
is also no coincidence that all the 
Abbott districts are, for the most 
part, populated by poor, black 
and Hispanic minorities. 

Now, because of the court's 
latest ruling, tougher standards 
will immediately be applied to all 
new hires in the districts 
Anyone hired after April 17 will 
have to be a college graduate 
with a four-year degree and a 
certificate in preschool educa- 
tion. 


Orange police 


According to Page, these 
changes are being made without 
the council’s input or consulta- 
tion. 

Wactor reportedly said there 
are no plans to eliminate the 
vice squad. According to pub- 
lished reports in the Star 
Ledger, he said the state 
Division of Criminal Justice is 


conducting a management 
study of the 119-member 
department at the city’s 
request. 


Wactor said nothing is going 
to happen on April 9. He 
believes Page is reacting to an 
anonymous letter he received 
regarding the matter 

Lisa Love, the city attorney, 
reportedly said the issue was 
“being discussed behind closed 
doors,” because it “concerns 
matters of security.” 


That is no comfort to Page, 
ee said if anything, the city 
more plainclothes vice 

ai officers, not less. 

“My ward is swamped with 
drugs now,” he said. “The deal- 
ers can spot a uniformed offieer 
or radio car a mile away. People 
react to uniforms and stop doing 
what they were doing when 
they see them. The vice squad is 
our only lifeline in Orange. 
They're trained and react differ- 
ently, and that’s what we need.” 

In an unrelated matter, the 
council passed an ordinance 
restoring the number of deputy 
chiefs in the fire department 
from six to eight. A previous 
administration had eliminated 
two of the $70,000 positions as a 
cost-saving measure. 

The council also awarded a 
$53,575 contract to Birdsall 
Engineering of Belmar for the 
removal of 11 underground stor- 
age tanks. The tanks no longer 
meet state and federal environ- 
mental standards. 


Himmelstein wants more for his kids in school 


continued from page A1 

know at the time he made his 

remarks, was that this election is 

the first time in five years an 

election for the board wiil be held. 
ow that he does, he is even 

more determined to get involved. 

“If we're going to elect some- 
body, I need to know what they're 
about, who they are and what 
their pasts are, especially if 
they're going to judge somebody 
else in any type of way,” he said. 
“That affects me a lot.” 

Himmelstein’s remarks are 
music to the ears of Newark 
Public Schools State District 
Superintendent Marion A. 
Bolden. She is encouraging par- 
ents to participate in the Newark 
Public Schools Advisory Board 
election on April 18. 

“I urge parents and other cit- 
izens who are concerned about 
the education of Newark’s chil- 
dren to familiarize themselves 
with the information each candi- 
date is producing and with the 
issues that are pertinent to the 
Newark Public Schools, and to 
vote on April 18,” she said. 
“Parents want more say in their 


Board is an important part of 
that.” 

Local school boards set the 
policies on the curriculum and 
facilities, negotiate employee con- 


see school district budgets. In 
addition, local school budgets are 
also voted on during school boat 
elections. 

School budgets are important 
because they represent the pro- 
jected total expense of operating 
a district from one year to anoth- 
er. The budgets encompass teach- 
ers’ salaries, the cost of maintain- 


Herbert Himmelstein, center, believes 
the education of his niece, Nikia 


Holmes, 13, left, and daughter, 
Chastity, 4, as well as his other six 
children, is in good hands in 
Newark’s public schools. 

Photo by Chris Sykes 
ing or adding courses and cur- 
riculum, facilities maintenance 
and upkeep, and a variety of 
other costs and items. 

In Newark, where three 
board positions will be available 
for three-year terms, 29 people 
have their names on the ballot. 
The city also had a budget of 
$570 million for the 1999-2000 
school year. 

On April 18, polls throughoġt 
the city will be open:from 2 to 
p.m. They are the same polling 
places used in primary and gen- 
eral elections. 

Bolden’s assessment of the 
situation regarding the election 
is being supported by the 
Committee to Advocate for 
Newark’s Children. The organi- 
zation recently -hosted an 


continued from page A1 


School elections 


voters. In fact, beginning with a 
low of 52 percent in 1990, budget 
passage has been improving at a 
steady, regular rate ending with 
a 10-year high of 82.8 percent in 
199! 


Polling times for the April 18 
election will vary depending on 
individual school districts. 
Voters can obtain information on 
polling times and locations in 
their communities by calling 
their local school board office. 

owever, polling hours will 
be from 5 to 9 p.m. in most dis- 
tricts. Additional hours can be 
scheduled if needed. 

There are a total of 4,451,336 
registered eligible to vote in the 
upcoming election. However, 
voter turnout in general has 
been following a downward trend 
over the course of the last 
decade. 

In 1990, 15.8 percent of eligi- 
ble voters actually voted. By the 
end of the decade, 1999, that 
number had decreased to 13.4 
percent with highs of 18 and 18.6 
percent in 1996 and 1991 respec- 
tively. 

According to that data, voter 
turnout was best at the dawn of 
the decade. If that trend contin- 
ues, then the turnout for this 
year’s election should be pretty 
good, and that is significant in 
light of what is at stake at the 
dawn of the new millennium. 

As reported in the Star- 
Ledger, Education 
Commissioner David Hespe 
inherited an estimated $58 mil- 
lion budget gap in Newark 
schools four years into the state’s 
takeover of the district. After 
months of collecting documents 
and data, he turned over reams 
of department paper, announced 
corrective steps, and came before 
a joint legislative hearing in 
February to take full responsibil- 
ity for it. 

That and other issues includ- 


ing early childhood education, 
school construction, implementa- 
tion of a thorough and efficient 
model for education, curriculum 
reform, and other measures 
called for in the Abbott v. Burke 
New Jersey State Supreme 
Court decision, are hot topics in 
this year’s election for the state’s 
poor, urban districts — so-called 
Abbott districts. 

There are 30 Abbott districts 
in New Jersey. They include: 
Newark, Elizabeth, Jersey City, 
Plainfield, Paterson,- Trenton, 
Camden, Atlantic City, Asbury 
Park, and almost every other 
major urban area in the state. 

It is also no coincidence that 
all the Abbott districts are popu- 
lated by poor black and Hispanic 
people. Over the course of a 30- 
year court fight in the Abbott v. 
Burke case, the New Jersey. 
Supreme Court ordered the state 
to dramatically lift the programs 
and resources available to its 30 
special needs districts. 

‘he directive included the 
institution of statewide reforms 
and required preschool for all 
three-and-four-year-olds 
However, in the last year, the 
court scolded the state for not 
meeting its order on preschool; 
the Legislature has balked at 
another order for billions of dol- 
lars in school construction aid, 
and the department continues to 
face criticism that it is falling 
short on ‘other mandated 
reforms. 

No other state has been 
required by court order or leg- 
islative mandate to provide a 
program like the one called for by 
the Supreme Court. Currently, 
the state only serves 27,000 
preschoolers — only about half of 
the total number of eligible chil 
dren. 

ere are roughly 20,000 
children enrolled in day care cen- 
ters. 


Advisory Board Candidate 
Forum in Essex County College's 
Mary B. Burch Theatre, 303 
University Avenue. 

The forum was designed to 
provide Newark residents with 
an, opportunity to learn about 
and hear the views from potential 
candidates vying to fill the three 
open seats of the nine-member 
Advisory Board. 

Seventeen of the 29 candi- 
dates confirmed their participa- 
tion in the forum. The list of 
attendees included: Elaine Asya 
i Con aines; 

y; Patricia J. 
Bradford; ine Daniels; Sharon 
Denise Davis; Geoffrey Diru; 
James Gaines; Steven Jacobs; Jo 
Ann Jones; Anasa Maat; Robert 
Robinson; Dana Rone; Ernest 
Turner; Abdush Shahid Ahmad; 
James V. Parrillo; and Lev. D. 
Zilbermints. 

Richard Roper, of the Roper 
Group, moderated the forum. The 
other 12 candidates are: George 
Briscoe, Jeffrey Dykes, Jeffrey 

agum, Benigno Garcia, Jaime 
Gonzalez, Donna M. Jackson, 

Roy M. Mack, William Moore, 
Andre Speight, Daphne Turner, 
Antonio M. Vagueiro, and Evelyn 
Williams. 

“It’s important for the parents 
of students in the district to find 


out who the people are who are 
running for office,” said Gabriella 
Morris, the chairperson of the 
CANC. “If you're concerned about 
children and education, and you 
should be, then the school board 
has a large impact on that.” 
Morris said the significance of 
the upcoming April 18 advisory 
board elections cannot be under- 
stated. She said it will mark the 
first time in five years that the 
residents of the city of Newark 
will have an opportunity to elect 
representatives to the Newark 
Public School’s Advisory Board. 
orris said the board has 
nine members. She said as part of 
the state takeover a few years 
ago the powers and structures of 
the district are now regulated by 
the state, and its guidelines are 
what determined that now is the 
time for direct elections. 
“It speaks well that there are 
a number of people in Newark 
willing to serve in this capacity,” 
she said. “It’s important to find 
out who these candidates are and 
where their heads are.” 
there is no better time 
Viana present to get involved. 
As reported in the Star-Ledger, 
Education Commissioner David 
Hespe inherited an estimated 
$58 million budget gap in 
Newark schools four years into 


the state’s takeover of the dis- 
trict. After months of collecting 
documents and data, he turned 
over reams of department paper, 
announced corrective steps, and 
came before a joint legislative 
hearing in February to take full 
responsibility for it. 

Recently, it was reported that 
an additional $15 million short- 
fall has been discovered by state 
auditors. More importantly, 
there are signs that number 
could get larger as the probe into 
the district’s finances proceeds. 

at and other issues includ- 
ing early childhood education, 
school construction, implementa- 
tion of a thorough and efficient 
model for education, curriculum 
reform, and other measures 
called for in the Abbott v. Burke 
New Jersey State Supreme Court 
decision, are hot topics in this 
year’s election for urban districts 
like Newark. 

‘The Committee of Advocates 
for Newark’s Children was estab- 
lished in 1996 as an independent 
voice for the educational needs of 
Newark’s children. The commit- 
tee is composed of over 30 busi- 
ness, education, non-profit, reli- 
gious, and civic groups and 
strives to promote education 
reform and improve educational 
outcomes. 
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Africa in America: 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


The City of Newark and 


Union felt the mighty power of 


Stately “African women, as 
Rutgers University in Newark 
hosted a Women’s Summit on 
March 30, that brought the First 
Lady of Ghana, Dr. Nana 
Konadu Agyeman-Rawlings to 
s, along with delegates 

December 
Women’s Movement, while Kean 
University’s Africana Studies 
Program played host to the 
Queen Mother of South Africa, 
Winnie Mandela, on April 3, at 
Wilkins Theater 

Rawlings was honored with a 
reception in the Robeson 
Campus Center, and the ladies of 
the 31st December Movement 
were honored with a reception by 
their African-American sisters at 
the Women In Support of the 
Million Man March (WISOM- 
MM) Mansion in Newark 

Overall, all the women visit- 
ing from the Motherland 
addressed issues that centered 
on empowering women in Africa. 
The First Lady of Ghana’s visit 
along with the 25 women from 
West Africa to New Je 
served as an educational and 
professional exchange, which 
included seminars on health, 
education, business and commu- 
nity development. Meetings with 
business and health care leaders 
led the agenda along with tours 
of educational, business and 
medical facilities. 

Mandela, who was the 
keynote speaker at the National 
Political Conference of Blac 

omen, which was held in 
Philadelphia, also made a stop at 
Kean to deliver a lecture on the 


(From left to right): Winnie Mandela; Dr. Livingston Alexander, Kean 
University Provost of Student Affairs (seated); Tahiya Nyahuma, mem- 
ber of the National Political Conference of Black Women; Barbara 
Wheeler, Director of Africana Studies. 


Photo by Pablo Tinio 


state of affairs 
of women in her 
country 


omen, but women 
The First Lady of who are the farmers 
Ghana’s visit along of the land, in a 

x sharecropping type 

with the 25 women of arrangement, are 

J from West Africa to lagging far behind 
a sy ebol of New Jersey served as when it comes to 
empowerment. 

an educational and pro- Mandela raised the 
fessional exchange, point that if a man 

can have more than 


almost Win, which included semi- © 


Theater. She nars on health, educa- oa in South 


ne wife, then 


im y 2 tion, business and com- Daa paon 
Parliament is munity development. than one husband. 
compiled of —~——————————— Mandela, who is the 


president of the African National 
Conference for Women, and for- 


played a significant role in 
orchestrating the tribal wars 
that exist throughout the conti- 
nent of Africa. She used Belgium 
4 an example of the rift between 
the 


utsi and Hutu tribes. 
These are tribes that speak the 
same language and eat the same 
food. The division is a result of 
colonialism, which pit the two 
groups against each other by ele- 
vating one group over the other. 
Rawlings, who graduated 
with honors from the University 
of Science and Technology in 
Ghana in 1972, with a degree in 
graphic design, has been instru- 


many whom are members of the 
31st December Women’s 
Movement. Not only has 
addressed issues in her coun 
that center on inheritance righi 
marital laws (polygamy), women 
owning businesses, and child 
care, but has mandated a date of 
2010 for certain goals to be met. 
However, the organization has 
established almost 1,000 day 
care centers, which have empow- 
ered women from the bottom up. 
The organization a: 
needs of women across villages. 
While some women, who process 
shea nuts into shea nut butter 
cream, which is used as a body 
cream have formed a business 
relationship with “The Body 

hop,” a company based in the 
United Kingdom, with stores 
located in malls throughout this 
country. Palm oil has also been 
another resourceful product that 
has helped empower African 
women in Ghana. 


e 


First Lady of Ghana, Dr. Nana Konadu Agyeman-Rawlings 
Photo by William Frazier 


The Delegation of the 31st December Women’s Movement from Ghana. 
Photo by William Frazier 


Newark Mayor Sharpe James presents the First Lady of Ghana with a 
key to the city. 


Photo by William Frazier 


WISOMMM members welcomed the delegation from Ghana with a 
reception at the WISOMMM mansion. Photo by William Frazier 


Winnie Mandela strikes her famous pose and said to the crowd: 
“Amandla!” (Power!) j 
L-R Akiba Onas Rejoice, Yvonne Onque, and Lydia. at WISOMMM 


Photo by Pablo Tinio 
Mansion. 


Photo by Wiliam Frazier 


Amina Baraka attended the reception at 
the WISOMMM mansion. 
Photo by William Frazier 


From left to right: Winnie Mandela; Dr. Livingston Alexander, Kean University Provost of Student Affairs; and 
Tahiya Nyahuma, National Political Conference of Black Women. 


WISOMMM Executive Director Fredrica * 
Photo by Pablo Tinio Bey “ Photo by William Frazier 
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The Affair: Part Il | featuring Liggins, Hunter 


Photos by Pablo Tinio 
GiGi Hunter 


© 
o 


Fashions 
by 

GiGi 
Hunter 


ATLANTA, GA — “The 
Affair,” a dazzling display of 
fashion at its best; showcased 
some of the top designers in the 
game at the Westin Peachtree 
Plaza Hotel, in Atlanta, 
Georgia, on March 25. In wanti- 
ng to give each designer their 
props, City News is back with 
an encore issue, which features 
designs by GiGi Hunter from 


Los Angeles, California, and * 


Anthony Liggins from the 
“ATL,” as in Atlanta. If you 
thought last week’s display was 
off-the-hook, well, this week is 
really coming at you. 

Hunter, has tapped into a 
retro groove. She has taken knit 
with a crocheted look to another 
stratosphere. Long and lean, 
Hunter showcased two piece 
clingy sarong skirts with thigh- 
high splits and tops that 
appeared to reveal everything 
but showed little or nothing - 
now that’s good. She sent a 
blinding array of hot pink, char- 
treuse and sunflower hues down 
the runway. Hunter's collection 
is breathtakingly feminine and 
appetizing; delicacies intention- 
ally designed to appeal to the 
imagination — if you get the 
drift. Hunter’s designs have 
graced the famous frames of 
Lynn Whitfield, Jasmine Guy 
and Jada Pinkett-Smith, to 
name a few. 

Liggins, who has made his 
mark on creating the most novel 


and sexy blouses you've ever 
seen, is not in the least bit lim- 
ited when it comes to designing 
A collection of clean, crisp lines 
that lend to a classic look defi- 
nitely will transcend the test of 
time.. He manages to weave 
whimsical with classic by hav- 


y, 
Janice Combs, mother of Sean 
“Puffy” Combs accepts the TRI 
INC. Award. 


ing fun with fabric through pat- 
tern design. You can’t help but 
think ingenue when viewing 
Liggins’ line of clothing which 
has been featured in “W,” a 
trade publication and “Women’s 
Wear Daily.” 


‘The Affair’ 


The Westin Peachtree Plaza, 


Atlanta, Georgia 


Fashions 


Anthony 
Liggins 


Photos by Pablo Tinio 


Anthony Liggins 
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Calenda 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 


JERSEY CITY - Jersey City State 
University presents “Children and Dia- 
betes”. For further information, call 
(201) 200-3426. 


NEW BRUNSWICK - St. Peter's Uni- 
versity Hospital offers a support group 
about Sudden Infant Death Syn- 
drome. For further information, call 
(800) 545-7437. 


EATONTOWN - A conference on 
tobacco control and prevention takes 
place at the Sheraton Hotel & Conter- 
ence Center. For further information 
call (732) 367-0611 


FRIDAY, APRIL 14 


PRINCETON - The Princeton Marriott 
hosts Child Abuse Prevention Month. 
For further information, call (609) 856- 
582-7000 ext, 153, 


TUESDAY, APRIL 18 


NEW BRUNSWICK -St. Peters Uni- 
versity Hospital sponsors a grandpar- 
ents class forum. For further informa- 
tion, call (732) 745-8579. 


NEW BRUNSWICK - St. Peters Uni- 
versity Hospital offers a prenatal nutri- 
tion class. For further information, call 
(732 )745-7930. 


NEWARK - The Sisters’ Network pre- 
sents an evening with Dr. Padu, Holis- 
tic healer. For more information, call 
(973) 297-1275. 


SATURDAY. APRIL 22 


SPRINGFIELD - National Organ and 
Tissue Donor Awareness Week. For 
further information contact, Mara Bar- 
low at (973) 379-4535 ext, 3114. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 25 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Free weight 
contro! orientation program. Learn 
Weight Control Program in'the confer- 
ence room 2 at St. Peter's University 
Hospital at 7:00 p.m. For further infor- 
mation, call (732) 745-8600 ext. 
6553. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 30 


PINE BROOK - March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica 2000; A Community - 
Wide Event. Volunteer participation is 
needed. For further information, con- 
tact Margot Spidle at (973) 882-0700 
ext. 27. 


TUESDAY, MAY 9 


PARSIPPANY - The Alzheimer's 
Association, Northem New Jersey 
Chapter, will hold its Legendary Links 
Golf Raffle Drawing at 7:00 PM at the 
Canoe Brook Country Club in Short 
Hills. Tickets may be purchased 
before the event by calling (973) 316- 
6676. 


THURSDAY, MAY 11 


EAST WESTFIELD - "Fad Diets”, from 
7-9 p.m. For further information, call 
(908) 654-9854. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Free lecture 
series scheduled to celebrate Older 
‘Americans Month. For further infor- 
mation, contact Claire DiBella at (732) 
745-8600 ext. 8670, 


SATURDAY, JUNE 3 


PISCATAWAY - The lecture series, 
“The Health of Minorities in New Jer- 
sey: Part Il, The Latino Experience,” 
will be held. For more information, call 
the Office of Minority Health at (609) 
292-6962. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 29 


WESTFIELD - ‘Herbs for Health”. For 
further information, call (908) 654- 
9854. 


The benefits of eating ang food 


Earthseed Organic Gardens 


The benefits of locally grown 
foods can add value to your life. 
cally grown foods help the 
body to adapt to seasonal 
changes, thus preventing season- 
al imbalances such as colds or 
flu, as well as other serious ill- 
nesses. Food also affects our 
ability to adapt to local-climatic 
conditions which is important to 
our physical and emotional bal- 
ance. We can become more 
aware of our intuitive needs for 
foods by listening to our body 
and emotions. Local foods that 
are in season are more beneficial 
to your health than foods grown 
at great distances. Your climate, 
geographical location, activity 


kidney ailments, heart ailments, 
respiratory illnesses and others. 

In addition to the health ben- 
efits of locally grown and season- 
al foods, the taste of the food is 
better because of its quality and 
freshness, In a northeastern 
urban city, our nutritional needs 
may vary from those who live in 
a southwestern desert climate, 

We can assess where we live, 
what we do for a living, the food 
we eat and our present state of 
health to gain clues about the 
nature of our lives. 

We can begin by acquiring 
bits of knowledge about these 
areas of our lives and note how 
we can use the knowledge to heal 


level, and d 
your nutritional needs. 

Research has shown that 
people of traditional cultures 
who eat locally grown whole 
grains, fresh vegetables, fruits 
and foods that are processed by 
traditional methods—such as 


rying and natural canning— 
have longer lives with better 
health 


They experience signifi- 
that 


Ted Hs diseases such a: eater, 


ourselves— Health Yourself . 
This bulletin and other 
resources mentioned can provide 


us with information to help heal 
and maximize our health. Some 
of the best foods we can eat are in 
the form of complex carbohy- 
drates, which are found in whole 
grains such as brown rice, whole 
wheat foods and vegetables. 
These are the type of energy 
foods that supply us with sus- 
tained energy. 

When it becomes warm we 
seek refreshment. Summer 


brings lighter eating and less 
cooking. Winter brings heavier 
eating and more thorough cook- 
ing. A winter diet in a north- 
eastern climate zone suggest 
more root vegetables and seeds 
such as winter squashes, pump- 
kins, beets, carrots, sweet pota- 
toes, pears, apples, grains, seeds, 
beans, and nuts. 

‘There are also simple ways to 
cook and prepare these foods in 
harmony with our immediate 
needs, conditions, and taste. 


Depression and anxiety 
linked to hypertension 


Psychosomatic Medicine 
Journal of the American Psychoso- 
matic Society 


People who experience 
symptoms of depression or anxi- 
ety are at increased risk of 
developing hypertension, sug- 
gest the results of a two-decade 
study. 

The increase in risk associ- 
ated with depression or anxiety 
is similar among white women 
and all men, but is substantial- 
ly higher among black women, 
according to Bruce S. Jonas, 
ScM, Ph.D., and James F. 
Lando, MD, ‘MPH, of the Cen- 


ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

The incre: sk for 
laa on aaret perused 


pression 
even after controlling for other- 
hypertension risk factors 
including: age, gender, race, 
education, smoking, alcohol use, 
baseline diastolic and systolic 
blood pressure, and body mass 
index. The increased 

observed among people with 
high levels of depression or anx- 


iety remained about the same 
even when the invest 
ther controlled for 


increase in risk is comparable to 
a 10-point change in baseline 
diastolic blood pressure or to a 
10-point change in body mass 
index. 


i] 


The crack of a bat ... The 
cheers of the crowd. Baseball 
and softball season is upon us 
And with proper training, ath- 
letes of all ages and abilities can 
enjoy the game and avoid injury. 

As Jerry Lewis, PT, Director 
of Rehabilitation Services, and 
Steve Quagliani, ATC, CSCS, at 
Kessler Physical Therapy and 
Rehabilitation, explained, base- 
ball and softball are “total body” 
sports. Playing involves linking 
the body’s kinetic chain, the 

arms, trunk and legs incontinu- 
ous motion. For example, Lewis 
says, “when you pitch, the power 
begins in your legs, flows and 


Kessler ee day 
tips on sports tr 


New Jersey fines HMOs 
more than *5400, 000 


New Jersey Department of Health 
and Senior Services 


TRENTON — Two HMOs 
have been fined more than 
$400,000 by the New Jersey 
Departments of Health and 
Senior Services and Banking 
and Insurance for a range of vio- 
lations, including failure to 
promptly pay claims from health 
care providers. 

Oxford Health Plans of New 
Jersey was fined $275,500 and 
United Healthcare of New Jer- 
sey was fined $127,400. The 
fines were outlined in consent 
orders signed by the HMOs and 
the departments. The two 
departments share responsibili- 
ty for HMO oversight. 

Both Oxford and United have 
corrected deficiencies that led to 
the fines, and have worked coop- 
eratively with both departments 
in these investigations. 

According to the consent 
orders, Oxford Health Plans 
failed to promptly pay claims 
from doctors and hospitals for 
services provided at various 
times in 1999, 1998 and 1997. 
Health and Senior Services 
found the prompt-pay deficien- 
cies while investigating com- 
plaints from health care 
providers received in 1998 and 
1999. 


Banking and Insurance 
found prompt-pay deficiencies 
and unfair claims settlement 
practices while conducting an 
examination of Oxford’s market 
conduct for the period between 
January 1, 1997 and May 22, 
1998. The examination revealed 
that Oxford’s claim payment 
problems were precipitated in 
part by the significant growth in 
enrollment during 1996 and the 
implementation of a new com- 
puter system used for processing 
claims. 

Regulations in effect in 1998| 
required HMOs to pay “clean 
claims”, those for which all 
paperwork is inorder, within 60 
days of receiving them. Before 
those regulations took effect, 
HMOs were subject to the Fair 
Trade Practices provisions which 
only require that payment be 
made promptly. Currently, 
HMOs must pay claims within 
30 to 40 days, under new legisla- 
tion that took effect in December 

99. 


United Healthcare has sub- 
mitted the required plan of cor- 
rection. During an on-site visit 
last October, the department 
verified that United had put in 
place a quality improvement 
plan to prevent the problem from 
recurring. 


CITY NEWS 


The newspaper to place your 


HEALTH & FITNESS 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 

If you would like 

to place an ad, 

call: (973) 642-4400 
or fax (973) 642-5444 


gets stronger through the trunk 
of your body and continues into 
your arm and fingers for the 
release of the ball.” 

Training needs to focus on 
total body strengthening and 
flexibility, with particular atten- 
tion to back and abdominal mus- 
cles in order to avoid common 
injuries, notes Quagliani 

The most frequent injuries 
result from overuse. This condi- 
tion generally affects the mus- 
cles, as in a strain, and/or the 
ligaments, a sprain, in the shoul- 
der or elbow. Overuse injuries 
tend to start with acute symp- 
toms of pain and soreness during 
or after a game and can progress 


to a more chronic pain with any 
movement of the shoulder, elbow 
or hand. 

Kessler Physical Therapy 
and Rehabilitation recommend: 
the following steps to avoid such 
injuries: 

Follow a total body condi- 
tioning/flexibility program in the 
pre- and off-seasons. 

Prior to every game or prac- 
tice, warm-up properly. Stretch 
all parts of your body and toss 
the ball around easily. 

Count and limit the number 
of pitches thrown during a 
warm-up, practice or game. Be 
sure to include the infield and 
outfield throws in the count. 


and rehabilitation center offers 
aining and injury prevention 


Keep in mind that children 
should follow special guidelines. 
For example, 9-10 year olds 


should do no more than 125 
pitches/throws per week, 
approximately 60 over two 


games, with at least three days 
between starts. 

Work on biomechanics, the 
form and technique you use 
when pitching and throwing. 
Remember: It’s the quality of 
your throwing delivery that pre- 
dicts optimum performance, not 
the quantity of throws you 
make. 

Never pitch or throw through 
pain. This will only worsen the 
condition. Listen to your body. 


Your chances of losing 
your baby are twice those 
of a white mother. 
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Q-Tip Let’s’ Ride (Columbia 
Records) 


This next single from Q-Tip's 
debut solo, “Amplified,” is a nice 
single whose strength is based 
more on a catchy guitar-strung 
melody than the artist himself. 

On this song, he is talking 
about riding his suped-car, his 
ride, and talking to a female 
friend about enjoying the ride, 
chilling, and just enjoying them- 
selves in this ride; creating new 
experiences for themselves. 

-Tip’s lyrics are not impres- 

sive on this piece, but the track 
provides a nice melody that dis- 
tinguishes itself from the first 
single, “Breath & Stop.” 

However, for everyone hold- 
ing their breath for this single 
should not anticipate anything 
more energizing than its prede- 
cessors. 


Tamar 


Tamar Braxton 
(Dreamworks) 


In interviews, Tamar Brax- 

ton said she once had a lot of 

. slow songs on her album because 

she looked at herself as a ballad 
song. 

‘And even though she went 
back and reworked the selection, 
that statement reigns true for 
this album. 

On her debut solo album (she 
is best known for her stint with 
her sisters, the Braxtons, and 
being Toni Braxton’s sister), she 
shines on most of the ballads on 
the album. 

“You Don’t Know” is a slow 
ballad that seems to demon- 
strate an easiness and comfort 
on Tamar's part, her vocal range 
is much freer and more expres- 
sive. Other slow songs exempli- 
fying this are “Once Again” and 
“If You Don’t Wanna Love Me.” 

n the more uptempo songs, 
the tracks provide some filler 
material to achieve that more 
diverse album feel, however, 
they do not give Tamar the free- 
dom to sing what she feels like 
she does on the more slow tunes, 

us, not making this only a 
good album, but a great one. 


Love und Basketball” 
Original Soundtrack 
Interscope 


“2069” 
69 Boyz 
Interscope 


“Met.a.Mor.Phic” 
Dalvin DeGrate 
Maverick 
ex-Jodeci member 


“My Name Is” 
Joe 
Jive 


“Fear of Flying” 
Mya 
Interscope 


“Live” 
Take 6 
Reprise 


“In the Groove” 

Ella Fitzgerald 

Buddha 

earliest live recordings from 1939 


by Rob Williams 
Staff Writer 


He slept in vans for it. Missed 
meals for it. Even lived day by 
day wondering where his money 
was coming from for it. 

And when singer Glenn Jones 
looks back, he has no regrets 
about having to do all this for it: 
music. 

“If you're not a headliner, 
that’s the way it is. You have to 
make sacrifices,” said Jones dur- 
ing a telephone interview 

“We (the other members of his 
former group) were so young, so 
there were dues we had to pay, 
but at the same time it was a lot 
of fun,” said the songwriter. 

The songwriter of hits like 
“Show Me,” and “Here I Go 
Again” is having even more fun 
with the success of his last album, 
“It's Time,” which was released in 
1998, and various appearances 
before he starts production of his 
next album. 

But before it was like this, 
Jones’ singing roots were planted 
in his childhood days as a youth 
going to church. 

“Being in the church, I was 
exposed to music a lot. I decided 
after a while I wanted to form a 
group. My friends made up most 
of the group,” Jones said. 

While attending church in his 
native Jacksonville, Florida 
home, he and his friends eventu- 
ally found themselves singing for 


Rapper wants gun and 
bribery charges dropped 


NEW YORK (AP) — A lawyer 
for Sean “Puffy” Combs has asked 
a judge to dismiss gun and bribery 
charges filed against the rapper in 
the aftermath of a nightclub 
shooting, or to try him separately 
from other defendants 

The charges stem from a 
shooting at a Times Square night- 
club Dec. 27 when a man alleged- 
ly threw money: in Combs’ face. 
Jamal “Shyne” Barrow, a Combs 
protege, is accused of shooting 
three people during the dispute. 
Another co-defendant is Combs’ 


Cash alters 
Supremes 
“Reunion” plans 

All the excitement behind the 
Supremes reunion can now 


come to an end, as the reunion 
tour will take place without a 


Diana Ross 


reunion of core of the group. 

After months of haggling over 
money, Diana Ross has dropped 
Mary Wilson and Cindy Bird- 
song (who took the place of Flo- 
rence Ballard after she left the 
group) in place of Scherrie 
Payne and Linda Laurence, 
who joined the group after Ross 
left in 1969. 

The “Return to Love” tour 
will begin some time in June and 
run until September, 

Reportedly, Ross demanded a 
$15-20 million payment and 
offered Wilson and. Birdsong 
around $3 million each. 

Wilson said in a USA Today 
interview that she hopes to still 
be involved. 


Rev. James Cleveland, who gave 
Jones and the group, called the 
Modulations, their first deal on 
Cleveland’s Savoy Records. 

Even though the deal was not 
worth anything big, the experi- 
ence was. 

“If you really want something, 
you got to be willing to pay the 
price,” said Jones of his experi- 
ence sleeping in vans, and going 
hungry while on tour. “But just 
being exposed to people at that 
level, being between 30 years of 
experience, and being around all 
that greatness, it was worth it.” 

Eventually Jones found him- 
self having that familiar itch as a 
gospel singer to crossover into the 
R&B market and finally recorded 
his first R&B song with Norman 
Connors in 1974 called “Melan- 
choly Fire.” 

“When I was doing gospel, the 
stuff I was writing was very con- 
temporary, and I wanted to hit 
my music at a certain level. When 
I met Norman, he gave me the 
opportunity to do it (record R&B), 
and I did it,” Jones said. 

After that success, Jones was 
ready to do his own album, and in 
1983 debuted with “Finesse”, 
which included the hit “Show 
Me,” his first top ten song (which 
charted at No. 3). 

“It was great,” said Jones 
recalling his excitement when he 
first charted in the top ten. “It 
was my first time having a record. 
It was exciting.” 

‘Adding to the excitement was 


bodyguard, Anthony Jones. 

Combs’ la Benjamin| 
Brafman, said Friday that the rap] 
mogul was unaware that a gun| 
was on the front floor of the Lin- 
coln Navigator in which he and| 
actress Jennifer Lopez fled the 
club. He noted that the couple sat 
in the rear. 

Brafman also said the 30-year- 
old Combs, who's free on $30,000 
bail, and Lopez, who was notl 
charged, arrived at the club in| 
other cars. 


a 
Mos Def, 
Pharcyde to 
perform benefit 
concert for 
cancer research 


Rappers Mos Def and The 
Pharcyde are scheduled to per- 
form at the Boarding for Breast 
Cancer benefit concert this April 
15 in Lake Tahoe, California. 
The concert is part of the 


the fact that when he first heard 
it, it came right after “You Give 
Good Love,” sung by another ris- 
ing star, Whitney Houston. 

“I felt I was on my way. Iwas 
getting the attention and the vis- 
ibility people get when they have 
hit records,” Jones said. 

Just as Jones was making 
himself known on the R&B scene, 
he decided to conquer another 
artform: theatre. Jones was 
offered the chance to perform in 
the Broadway show, “Sing, 
Mahalia, Sing,” but did not find 
the freedom of going different 
places as he had in music. 

“The concert thing is more 
spontaneous, and is different 
every night. Theater is about the 
script. When you are doing con- 
certs, sometimes you might feel 
the energy from the crowd and 
change a song,” said Jones. 

“I like the freedom of going 
different places, meeting different 
people.” 

Jones aali returned to 
music with a duet with Dionne 
Warwick, who heard about Jones 
at a party and recorded the song 
at Burt Bacharach’s Seventh Ave. 
New York apartment. The song, 
“A Finder of Lost Loves,” became 
known as the theme song to the 
show of the same name. 

Soon, Jones found himself in 
the studio again, producing as 
well as singing for the first time. 
That album, released on Atlantic 
Records (whose labels included at 
that time Jody Watley, and BeBe 


File photo 
Sean “Puffy” Combs 
p s 


coming back with the release of 


their new album, “NateMike 
Shawn And Wan,” scheduled to 
be released in September. 

To bring hype to the project, 
the group has been making 
appearances at various sports 
arena. Included in their plans 
was the singing of the national 
anthem on April 2 at the NC. 

fomen’s Basketball Champi- 
onship game, and at the New 
York Mets home opener against 
the San Diego Padres: 

In addition to the group pro- 

ject, Wanya Morris issued his 


Mos Def 


Boarding For Breast Cancer's 
5th Annual Snowboard & Music 
Festival, which will be hosted by 
for MTV VJ Kennedy at the Sier- 
ra-At-Tahoe resort. 

The festival will consist of 
educational and awareness 
exhibits about breast cancer and 
feature some of the top snow- 
boarding professional athletes. 


Boyz Il Men 
to release first 
album in three 

years 


After a three-year break from 
the limelight, Boyz II Men are 


first solo album, “Millennium 
” last month and 
the first single from the 


“NateMikeShawn and Wan” 
album is scheduled for a June 
release. 


Rapper stabbed 
outside studio 


Rapper 50 Cent was recently 
stabbed by a group of men said to 
be in their early twenties, accord- 
ing to MTV Online, outside of the 
Hit Factory studio on West 54th 
Street in New York City. 


50 Cent, along with some of 


his friends, suffered wounds 
from the attack. Two of the men, 
Marvin Bernard, 21, and Giscarl 
Rondeau, 24, were listed in seri- 


Sacrifice, commitment remain key to Jones’ success 


Glenn Jones 


Winans), featured the hit, “Here I 
Go Again.” 

But just like many artists 
before and after him (BeBe 
Winans, and The Blackground 
Entertainment family, which 
included Aaliyah, Timbaland and, 
Magoo, to name a few), Jones left 
Atlantic Records after three years 
in 1995, and later signed with 
SAR Entertainment, who he says 
has given him more freedom. 

“Tve been blessed to be with a 
company that has given me this 
much freedom,” said Jones, who 
lives in South Jersey. “I don’t 
have to wait five weeks to talk 
with the president of my record 


LOS ANGELES (AP)—A 
judge has ruled in favor of Dr. 
Dre in a dispute over a 1991 
contract with a music industry 
executive, calling the deal 
“unconscionably unfair” to the 
rap singer. 

Los Angeles Superior Court 
Judge Malcom Mackey said the 
statute of limitations had run 
out on the contract, making 
music mogul Dick Griffey’s 
attempt to bring any damage 
claims against the singer a 
moot point. 

Dr. 


Dre, who was born 


ous condition at Manhattan’s 


Roosevelt Hospital. 
Producer Peter “Panic” 
Pottinger refused medical 


attention, and 50 Cent went to 
another hospital. All men were 
listed in stable condition. 

0 Cent, whose real name is 
Curtis Jackson, has obtained 
lawyer Tom Puccio, who repre- 
sented Lance (Un) Rivera an 
Steve Stout, both who allegedly 
assaulted by Jay-Z and Sean 
“Puffy” Combs respectively. 

Narrowing down any ene- 
mies might prove to be a large 
task, since Jackson is believed to 
have many foes. On his album, 
he has made comments about 
Jay-Z, and an anonymous voice 
on Ghostface Killah’s album 
predicted the incident. 

Jackson is said to have had 
an alleged incident with Ja Rule 
in Atlanta over a year ago, 
according to the MTV Online 
report, but no suspects have been 
named. 


LL Cool J 
_to host 
Nick Awards 
Rapper LL Cool J is sched- 
uled to host the Nickelodeon’s 


13th Annual Kids’ Choice 
Awards April 15 at the Holly- 


Photo courtesy of SAR Entertainment 


label.” 

Also sharing in his freedom is 
his wife, Gunobia, a singer who 
he met when he was doing gospel, 
and who has sung background on 
most of his albums. The two mar- 
ried in July eight years ago and 
have a son also named Glenn, 
who is eight. 

Having this love from his fam- 
ily and the love of music is what 
Jones credits with his longevity in 
his career. 

“The fact is that I love what I 
do and have a never say die atti- 
tude,” Jones said. “I definitely 
have a great respect and a great 
love for it.” 


Judge rules in favor of 
Dr. Dre in contract dispute 


Andre Young, says he never 
signed the contract, in which 
he supposedly agreed to give 
Griffey 25 percent of his profits 
between 1991 and 1993. 

In return, Gr te agreed to 
serve as the rapper’s mentor. 

Judge Mackey said the con- 
tract was grossly unfair to 
Young and out of line with 
standard entertainment indus- 
try contracts. 

He declined to elaborate on 
his decision, saying, the infor- 
mation was in the official 
record. 


wood Bowl in Los Angeles 
‘ool J, along with Rosie 

O’Donnell, are set to co-host the 
ceremony with nominations held 
by Will Smith, Jennifer 
Lopez, Brandy, and Tyrese. 

The show will air April 15 at 
8 p.m. ET/PT 


Phil Collins 
sues members 
of Earth, Wind, 

& Fire 


Phil Collins has filed a suit 
against two members of Earth, 
Wind, & Fire in the London 
court system. 
ouis 


‘Satterfield and 


Earth, Wind and Fire 
Rahmlee Michael Davis, bet- 


ter known as the oenix 
Horns of the group, were fea- 
tured on Collins’ solo albums. 
Some of the tracks included “Sus- 
sudio” and “I Missed Again.” 

Collins claims he overpaid 
them for their work on the “Seri- 
ous HitsLive” album and that 
their royalties should only come 
from the songs they worked on 
and not the entire album. 

Collins alleged he overpaid 
the two $400,000. Davis and Sat- 
terfield said that the money is 
rightfully theirs, due to the fact 
that the contract called for 0.5% 
of all royalties. They also said 
after six years, the royalties were 
cut off. The Society of Black 
Lawyers is defending Satterfield 
and Davis. 


April 12 — April 18, 2000 


City News B5, 


Billboard 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 


NEW BRUNSWICK - The New York 
City Opera Company performs “The 
Barber of Seville.” For tickets, call 
(732) 246-7469. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 13 


NEW YORK - Cyrus Chestnut & Regi- 
nald Veal; piano & bass duets. Chest- 
nut & Veal will be appearing at the 
Stanley H. Kaplan Penthouse. Tickets 

re $40.00. For further information, 
call Jazz at Lincoln Center at (212) 
875-5244, from 11 a.m. —5 p.m. Mon- 
day through Friday. 


NEWARK - Emestine Anderson and 
Geri Allen concerts live on WBGO. 
Jazz 88.3 FM 


FRIDAY, APRIL 14 


NEW BRUNSWICK - The State The- 
atre presents Nigel Kennedy and the 
Bamberg Chamber Orchestra. For 
information, call (732) 246-7469. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 15 


NEW YORK - Lincoln Center presents 
“Duets On the Hudson”. Tickets are 
$40.00. For further information, call 
Jazz at; Lincoln Center at (212) 875- 
5244, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 


NEWARK - “The Barber of Seville" 
comes to NJPAC. Call (888) GO- 
NUPAC, 


NEWARK - WBGO/88.3 FM presents 
a jazz concert for children, at NJPAC. 
Call (973) 297-0897. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 15 


RAHWAY - Union County Arts Center, 
presents Three Dog Night performing 
at the Union County.Arts Center at 
8:00 p.m. For further information, call 
(732) 499-8226. 


THROUGH SUNDAY, APRIL 16 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Crossroads The- 
atre Company presents the play 
“Venice”. For ticket information, call 
(732) 249-5560. 


NEWARK - The New Jersey Perform- 
ing Arts Center hosts pianist Awadagin 
Pratt. For more information, call (888) 
GO-NJPAC. 


THROUGH SUNDAY, APRIL 16 


PRINCETON - McCarter Theatre pre- 
sents “The Cherry Orchard.” Call 
(609) 258-6500. 


NEWARK - Acclaimed pianist Awada- 
gin Pratt retums to NJPAC at 3:00 in 
the Prudential Hall. For further infor- 
mation, contact Shelley Roberts at 
973-297-5834 


THROUGH FRIDAY, APRIL 21 


NEWARK - Aljira, A Center for Con- 
temporary Art presents the Emerge 
2000 Exhibition. Call (973) 643-6877. 


THROUGH SATURDAY, APRIL 22 


MONTCLAIR - The 12 Miles West 
Theatre Company presents the world 
premiere of “The Appointment.” For 
information, call (973) 746-7181 


MONDAY, MAY 1 


NEWARK - WBGO/88.3 FM presents 
Emestine Anderson and Geri Allen 
Concerts live at 7:30 p.m. For further 
information, contact Amy Reed at 
(973) 624-8880, ext. 268. 


SATURDAY, MAY 6 


NEWARK - WBGO/88.3 FM Children’s 
Jazz Concert series performs at 
NJPAC; all concerts begin at 12:30 
p.m. To reserve your seat or for more 
information, call (973) 297-0897. 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 6 


PARAMUS - Bergen Community Col- 
lege's Performing Arts series presents 
New Orleans Klezmer All-Stars pre- 
miering at 8:00 p.m. For further infor- 
mation, call (201) 447-7200. 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 6 


RAHWAY - Appearing at the Union 
County Arts Center is Patti LuPone at 
8:00 p.m. For further information, call 
(732) 499-8226. 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 


NEWARK - NJPAC -Jazz for Teens. 
All shows start at 12:30 PM. For fur- 
ther information, call 973-297-0897. 


NEWARK - WBGO/88.3 FM presents 
A Tribute to Milt Jackson, featuring 

lutcherson live at the NJPAC, 
at 7:00 p.m. For further information, 
contact Amy Reed at (973) 624-8880, 
ext. 268. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 8 


NEWARK - WBGO/88.3 FM presents 
iy Weston lve from the Priory; at 

9:00 p.m. For further information, con- 
hat Anyi Reed at (973) 624-8880, ext 


SUNDAY, JUNE 11 


NEW YORK - Hinds Sisters Trio to 
present a concert in Alice Tully Hall at 
3 p.m. For further information call 212- 
496-9418, 


MILLBURN - Appearing at the Paper 
Mill Playhouse will be Debbie 
Reynolds. The ‘show time is at 8:00 
p.m. For further information, call (973) 
376-4343, 


New actor brings ‘real life’ experience to drama 


By Rob Williams 
Staff Writer 


First Baltimore gave us 
Charles S. Dutton, star of “Roc” 
and an acclaimed director. Next, 
Dru Hill ‘blew up’ to put Balti- 
more’s stamp on entertainment. 

Now the city can look to 
another actor to bring pride to a 
growing legacy of native actors in 
the form of Derren Fuentes, who 
makes his acting debut in the 
HBO miniseries, “The Corner,” 
directed by Dutton and starring 
T.K. Carter and Khandi Alexan- 
der, with Fuentes playing a 
prominent supporting role. 

The ‘miniseries is the tale, 
based on a true story, of the 
McCullough family, who live in 
Baltimore and focuses on the 
effects of drugs on the family. 
Fuentes portrays one of the nar- 
cotics officers who 


McCullough family and arrests 
one of the main characters. 

For Fuentes, playing the part 
of Officer Tucker was not foreign 
to him, since it is the role he 
plays in real life as a detective 
the Baltimore Police 

In ition, 
Fuentes was also able to draw on 
the experience he had with the 


actual McCullough family, who 
he interacted with as a narcoti¢s 
officer before his recent promo- 
tion to another unit. 

“I know the main character. T 
have been involved with him as 
far as the streets are concerned. 
In fact, he (Diondre McCullough) 
came to the set and had some 
part in the actual filming,” said 
Fuentes. 

Fuentes, 28, describes the 
film as an observation of the 
transition from how McCullough 
watched his family become 
involved with drugs, to his expe- 
rience as a drug dealer, then a 
user, and finally getting his life 
back together. 

“Tt made the film more real to 
me than to someone who did not 
know him,” Fuentes said. 

Also making his first filming 
experience something to remem- 
ber was the cast he worked with 
which included Dutton, Alexan- 

ler, Carter, Sean Nelson, and 
Glenn Plummer. 

“It was an awesome feeling. 
It is really hard to describe. I felt 
privileged to work with veteran 
actors. It felt more like a reunion 
of friends and family instead of a 
job,” Fuentes said. 

uentes also made 
impression on members of the 


File photo 


Fuentes 


cast, including Dutton 

‘He (Dutton) told me that I 
was doing a really great job and 
was quite surprised that a new 
person was doing as well as I 
did,’ Fuentes said 

Part of the surprise might 
also come from the fact that 
Fuentes was not originally audi- 


tioning for his role. He appeared 
at a casting call for extras for the 
movie and he was picked from 
the crowd to read for the more 
important role. 

went down to be cast as an 
extra, and the casting director, 
Pat Duran, brought out a script 
for me to read. I did a screen test 
and it was shown to the produc- 
er. They liked what they saw and 


father, police detective, model, or 


in military is what has 
allowed him to be suc 

“When you believe in yourself 
and what you do, you get the job 
done. I never sat back to wonder 
how I got it done. I just know 
that I just keep doing,” Fuentes 
aid 


asked if I would like to partici- 
pate in a principal role,” Fuentes 
said. 

The production, which start- 
ed in August, is said to be HBO's 
biggest project for thi 

BOP eeto end detective if 
also a model, and has been 
recently featured in Fierce Mag- 
azine, Black Women Magazine, 
Black Men Magazine, Elegance, 
and is a regularly featured model 
of photographer Will Brent. 
Fuentes has also been planning a 
calendar. 

To add to his busy schedule, 


“When you 
believe in 
yourself and 
what you do, 
you get the job 
done. I never sat 
back to wonder 


Fuentes is also the father of a 
three Shadeja, 10; how I got it done. 
Keyon, 7; and Jasmine, 


I just know that 
I just keep doing. 
— Fuentes 


“If there is ever any inspira- 
tion to keep on and strive for the 
st, if is when a father looks at 
children,” said Fuentes of his 

children. 
So whether he is Fuentes the 


‘Venice,’ ‘The Cherry Orchard,’ coming to NJ stage 


Avery Brooks, recently 
adig for PCs Meuse Rules? 
and the Tony-Award winning 
Jane Alexander will star in “The 
Cherry Orchard, a play about a 
cherry orchard that stands on 
the auction block, and the hopes, 
fears, and fantasies of an entire 
generation rest with its fate. The 
play is running through April 15 
at the McCarter Theatre in Tren- 
ton. For more information at 
(609) 258-2787. 

Also playing is “Venice,” at 
the Crossroads Theatre Compa- 
ny in New Brunswick. This new 
play, written by Kathleen 
McGhee-Anderson, is about two 
families — one black, one white 
— in the Venice section of Los 
Angeles who are torn by gang 
violence, the past, and prejudice 
The play will run through April 
16 at the Crossroads Theatre 
For more information, call (732) 
249-1861. 


THIS SUNDAY AT 
PILOBOLUS DANCE 
THEATRE 


COMING SOON! 


RAVI SHANKAR 
with Anoushka Shankar 
Fri Apr 28 at 8:00 


RENEE FLEMING, soprano 
ANDRE PREVIN, piano 
Wed May 3 at 7:30 


JAZZ FOR TEENS 
Concert 
Sat May 13 at 12:30 


THE MET ORCHESTRA 
JAMES LEVINE, conductor 
ANNE SOFIE VON OTTER, 
‘mezzo-soprano 

SAMUEL RAMEY, bass 

Fri May 19 at 8:00 


THE WHO'S TOMMY 
Tue Jun 13 - Sun Jun 18 


“Artists, dates & times are subject to change 


for a very special evenin 


borat 


SURPAT 13 a ee eee 


SUN APR 16 at 3:00 


The Star-Ledger gave his hit CD Transformations four stars; now the 
electrifying Awadagin Pratt brings his classical brilliance to NJPAC 
Known for his distinctive visual style, 
superb command of the keyboard and inspired interpretations, this 
formance not to be missed! His NIPAC program includes 
31 in A-flat Major, Op. 110; Liszt's 
AERAN A Minor; Gibbons’ The talon Gi Groene ond, 
Bach’s Chromatic Fantasy 
Prudential Hall + 


joven’s Sonata No. 


and Fugue in D Minor, 
ckets $46, $40, $3 


SWEET HONEY IN THE ROCK 


SAT MAY 6 at 8:00 


Sweet Honey in the Rock returns to NJPAC! This Grammy Award-winning 
female quintes beautiful ocoppela style, versal reper 
show-stopping performances 

Sondas le 


Prudential Hall * Tickets $46, $40, $25, $24, $17, $10 


ALVIN Al EY AMERIC CAN 

AILEY EXCERPTS mA 4 AILEY CLASSICS 

INCLUDING REVELATIONS (COMPLETE! 

FRI & SAT MAY 12 & 13 at 8:00: Ron Brown’s coa 
Street - By Av 


works by Alvin Ailey, 


FOR TICKETS CALL 
1-888-GO-NJPAC ` 


1-888-466-5722 


FOR GROUP S. 


ost, S0 


ave made it a favorite of critics and 


eae ol 


S CALL (800) 223-7565 
ORDER ON-LINE AT www.njpac.org 


MN Fleet Bank 


Recital Series 


| 

Be sa 
i Soe 
Sign-Languoge Pfizer] 
ined 


jire an 


& 


Sone 


ome 
ame 


offi ka c 


Continental Fay 


OFFICAL ARINE OF NPAC 


Best Books 


for the African American reader 


Spoken Word Poetry 


‘Yuset Komunyakaa Zoe Anglesey (editor) Lis- 


ten Up! (One World/Ballatine) 


This book could not have 
been more appropiately titled. In 
the growing emergence of spo- 
ken word poetry in today’s art- 
forms. 

This book is an electrifying 
collage of today’s most contem 
porary and talented artists in 
spoken word poetry today, like 
Willie Perdomo (featured in 
Nyoricans Poets Café Live and 
in PBS specials), Tracie Morris 
(Nuyorican Poets Café Grand 
Slam Champion), Saul Williams, 

est movie, 


City Verse 


CityVerse features the works of aspiring 
IR] pocis and writers. If you have some work 
or know someone who does, send entries 
(under 200 words) with your full name, 


Day after day, you are on my mind. 
I think of you, with the sense of knowing you are mine. 

No words can express how I feel. 5 =) 

Since your love came in and refilled my life with: a nid 


‘something =~ 
+ special, so right like deep into ‘the night: 


Your words are e life, Iwas 


j slowly dying.. | 
“You gave me breath, oh - 
: Something happened to mè. 
_ Lwanted to cry, SCREAM 
‘at the ‘top of my lung 
ILOVE yan BERRY I LOVE (Ou. 


Dying to Self 


by Deirdra L. Williams 


ity News B6 


CityStyle 


2000 Most Influential 
Gala Reunion 


NJPAC APRIL 27, 2000 


April 12 — April 18, 2000. 


The Nearly 
New Thrift 
Shop 


Designer Isaac Mizrahi silk tafetta 
blouse, which could be priced at 
'$200, sold at the Nearly New 
‘Thrift Shop in Red Bank for $15. 
Photo by Gilda Rogers 


Annie Sez 


Tahari suit, silk shantung at the 
end of winter season sale, 179.99 
regular price, on sale for 70% off, 
which is equal to $54. 

Photo by Gilda Rogers 


Value Cit 


F 


Traditional double-breasted blaz- 
er with a Forenza label found at 


The Limited can be purchased at 
Value City for $3.99. This style of 
jacket would enhance any skirt or 
pants to make for a polished, pro- 
fessional look. 

Photo by Gilda Rogers 


Welfare-To- 
Work mothers 
learn how to 
become fashion 
savvy 


By Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


JERSEY CITY - “Tm able to 
get up in the morning,” sai 
Rosetta, who is a participant in 
the Urban League Welfare-to- 
Work Program, which helps wi 
fare recipients prepare them- 
selves for a whole new lifestyle — 
work. Rosetta confessed that 
prior to coming to the program in 
Jersey City, she often did not 
greet the world until around 
noon. 

Last week, I spent the’most 
rewarding time with the 17 
women who participated in that 
day’s program by conducting a 
fashion and style seminar, We're 
all on a budget, as I explained to 
them, therefore, under no cir- 
cumstances, not unless it’s your 
birthday or something or maybe 
you hit the lottery, should you 


te 
Photo by Gilda Rogers 


ever pay full price for something 
to wear. 

The trick to buying clothes is 
knowing when and where to shop 
= it is a science — but once you've 
mastered it, look out world 
because you will always look like 
you stepped off a page in a fash- 
ion magazine and will have spent 
next to nothing. 

Creating your own style was 
the major topic of the 


minar, 
besides developing self-esteem, 
which my girl, Tamika Riley, 


conducted — with both of us 
together, SHUT-UP — the semi- 
nar was off-the-hook. 

But back to the style thing. I 
explained to these ladies, style is 
like your very own fingerprint, 
unique, there is not another one 
like it in the world and this is 
how they should approach dress- 
ing. 

So, being the fashion and 
style maven that I am, with the 
credentials to prove it — I hold a 
fashion buying and merchandis- 
ing degree and have dressed the 
windows of some of your most 
highly acclaimed department 
and women specialty stores, 
prior to becoming a journalist — I 
do know the rules and regula- 
tions of fashion and when to call 
the fashion police. Therefore; it 
was no problem for me to jump 
right into things. 

Your attire should always be 
classic/enticing, which translates 
into looking good, with a tinge of 
trendy just to update your 
wardrobe. Put your money into 

cessories (scarves, nice hand- 
s, a few funky hats, some nice 
ume jewelry). Shoes and 
boots are very important - a 
plain pair of jeans with a sweater 
hooked up with a bangin’ pair of 
shoes or boots and a fierce hat 
will make the difference in an 
outfit. Outerwear is also very 
important, invest in a good clas- 
sic coat (camel hair or a shetland 
gray wool). 

Now to the fun part, clothes 
We all like name brands and 
don’t mean K-Mart’s Jacqueline 
Smith. Real name brands like 
Calvin Klein, Donna Karan, 
Isaac Mizrahi (back-in-the-day, I 
lived in Willie Wear by the late 
black designer Willie Smith), you 
get the picture. These types of 
designers represent clean and 
sharp with the latter (Mizrahi) 
adding a little whimsy to his 
designs for a more fun look, but 
really quite wearable. Then there 
are name brand manufacturing 
houses like Tahari and Barami, 
along with quality stores such as 


on’t make me call the fashion police! 


Participants of the Jersey City Urban League's Welfare: 


o-Work program were given a dose of how to 


become fashion-savvy shoppers and a boost of self-confidence from the Face 2 Face program of TRI INC. 


out of Jersey City. 


er name labels at shockingly low 
prices. Oh, and one of my favorite 
places these da lue City or 


Well, by the time, I 


finished with the ladies 
from the Welfare-to- 
Work Program, I had 
them ready to run to 
one of the above men- 
tioned stores to cash in 
on some mad bargains 
knowing that when they 
go on a job interview 


they'll be looking good. 


Valley Fair, same difference 
‘This store is to be believed; if you 
haven't been to one, go immedi- 
ate! (Paramus, Irvington, 
Ocean, Manalapan). It’s a family 
department store with name 
brand stuff (Liz Claiborne, Harve 
Bernard, Limited) and a house- 
wares department to beat the 
band. I took a trip there recent- 
ly and bought m; 
spring blazers — $3.99 each by 
Forenza, a label the Limited 
used to carry years ago, but the 
blazers are not the least bit out- 
dated. The store specializes in 
buyouts. 

Well by the time, I finished 
with the ladies from the Welfare- 
to-Work Program, I had them 
ready to run to one of the above 
mentioned stores to cash in on 


Photo by Gilda Rogers 


some mad bargains knowing that 
when they go on a job interview 
they'll be looking good. Overall it 
was a fun day for all. I got to 
share my ion knowledge 
with a group of women that most 
people give little thought to 
They appreciated what I had to 
say and I left knowing that I had 
made their day. Helping others 
always makes me feel goo 

Hey Lynn, you better work | 
that scarf girl! Talk to you soon. 

Name your good deed for the 
day and mail it to City News 
Good Deeds 111 Mulberry Street, | 
Suite 1F, Newark, New Jersey, | 
07102, and we'll get it in the} 
newspaper for you. I hope you 
have some photos to go along 
with your good deed and if you do | 


5 


(one oi 
Daffy Dans 
started out as a John’s 
Bargain type store on 
Dickinson Street in 
Elizabeth) and The 
Gap. They all spell 
quality and impeccable 
design, which you do 
not have to pay an arm 
and a leg for. 

The best time to 
shop is at the end of 
eacl season. for 
instance, at Annie Sez, 
at the end of February 
and during the begin- 
ning of March you can 
get up to 70 percent off 
on merchandise. In the 
rear of Daffy Dans, 
there is a department 
called “Cheap Thrills” — 
and you'll be thrilled to 
know some of the items 
back there bear design- 


Anne Taylor, Annie Sez 


kg 


Photo by Gilda Rogers 


We hope you have some 
photos'to go along with 
your good deed and if 
you do - send them too. 


Name your good deed for the day and 
mail it to City News Good Deeds 111 
Mulberry Street, Suite 1F, Newark, 
New Jersey, 07102, and we'll get it in 
the newspaper for you. 


PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS AT 


PLATINUM 
‘SPONSORS 


GERASE 


1O75/FM 


Spring POOO 
ome Buyers | 


The World's Most Famous Arena 


Saturday April 29, 2000 


DOORS OPEN ALL DAY 10 AM TO 8 PM 
ADMISSION $6, CHILDREN UNDER 


ATTEND ED 


GOLD 
SPONSORS 


Ewash 


STATE FARM 
NORWEST MORTGAGE 


LL FARO crore 
A INSURANCE, 


Presents 


12 FREE 
ARE SUBJECT TO A TICKETMASTER SURCHARGE 


CATIONAL SEMINARS ALL DAY 


SILVER 
SPONSORS 


— send them too. 


il 


letwork 


@ Lendinglree 


Everything You Need to Know About Home Buying Under One Roof! 


FOR INFO/EXHIBITOR SPACE CALL 


jIETRE EXP 


888-METRO-EX 


- VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.1888METROEXPO.COM 
> SNARE BS 


TRI-STATE 
AREA'S LARGEST 
HOME BUYING 
EXPOS OF 
THE YEAR! 


April 12 — April 18, 2000 ` 
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Bring/mail ads te 
City News located at 
The Renaissance Towers 
111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F 
Newark, N.J. 07102 


LEGALS 


Renee Steinhagen 

PUBLIC INTEREST LAW 
CENTER OF NEW JERSEY 

833 McCarter Highway 

Newark, NJ 07102 

(873) 642-8700 or (973) 642-8719 


1835 K. Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20006-1203 
(202) 331-8555 or (202) 331-8556 


Dennis C. Hayes 
Bruce |. Gear 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

4805 Mt. Hope Drive 

Baltimore, MD 21218 

(410) 486-9191 or (410) 486-9168. 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the New Jersey State 


Antoine Ford, Anthony Graves, Frank Gregory, Raun Hall, Antonio Melendez. 
J,amal Poyner, and Sean Williams as to Counts 1 and 2. 


Lori Outzs Borgen 
Lawrence S. Lustberg 
GIBBONS, DEL DEO, DOLAN, 
GRIFFINGER & VECCHIONE 

A Professional Corporation 

One Riverfront Plaza 

Newark, New Jersey 07102-5497 
(973) 596-4500 


Richard T. Seymour 
LAWYERS COMMITTEE FOR 
CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER LAW 

1401 New York Avenue N.W. 

Suite 400 $ 
Washington, DC 20005 

(202) 682-8600 or (202) 662-8350 


Atoreys fr Pants, Natnal Aasosiaton for the Advanegment ot Cored People, the New Jersey Site 
Conference of Banh, NAACH bert Guzman, and Ayan Wareh ao to Coun 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE, THE LAW DIVISION: MERCER COUNTY 
NEW JERSEY STATE CONFERENCE OF 3 
BRANCHES, NAACP, ANTOINE FORD, Beat NO: Ben ae 
ANTHONY GRAVES, FRANK GREGORY, 


RAUN HALL, ANTONIO MELENDEZ, JAMAL Civil Action 

POYNER, SEAN WILLIAMS, ROBERT GUZ 

MAN AND RYAN MARSH, on behaif of them 

canoe and alia persons similarly situated, NOTICE OF PROPOSED SETTLEMENT 


Plaintiffs, 

vs 
THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT 
OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY, DIVISION OF 
STATE POLICE, 
Defendant 


NOTICE OF PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF THIS LAWSUIT 
To: (a) All unsuccessful African-American and Hispanic applicants for entry-level jobs as State Troopers who previ- 
‘ously applied for such positions in the 114th through 118th State Police Academy classes, or who E 
cants for entry-level jobs as State Troopers, or who apply for entry-level jobs as State Troopers in the future; 
Aang ana ab panar ho nava Deal pivoni oe aati Por sired AMA 
i Gs leo ba 1993 because of irement for such positions, 
b irement, or who 
wil be preg abu a aii sag pias E, any educational requirement above 
high schoo! 


‘The African-Americans and Hispanics who personally filed or joined the lawsuit (the “plaintifs") have filed this law- 
Suit to challenge the hiring practices of the New Jersey Division of State Police ("defendant’) regarding entry-level 
State Troopers. In particular, plaintiffs challenge the defendant's use of the Law Enforcement Candidate Record 
("LECR’), the defendant's educational requirements, and the defendant's recruiting practices. The lawsuit claims 
thal these practices all discriminated against African-American and Hispanic applicants in violation of Title Vil of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination. The State Police denies the allegations of 
intentional discrimination and denies that it has unlawfully used selection and recruitment practices that discriminat 
‘ed against African-American and Hispanic applicants. In addition to the individual African-Americans and Hispanics, 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the New Jersey State Conference of Branches, 
NAACP. are plaintiffs in this lawsuit 


The plaintiffs and the defendant have agreed to settle this lawsuit without a trial. The settlement will not take effect 
unless the Court grants final approval to the settlement, 


. which mean: 
‘sis! ino sottarnent i fealy approved, it wil Sind you Bnd you wH nal ba able fla yanir ok jawauitsbout the 
recruitment process, and about the use of the LECR and of the educational requirements for hiring of State Troopers 
by the New Jersey State Police 


The Court has ordered that this information be provided to you so that you can decide whether to approve the pro- 
posed settlement or object to the proposed settlement and try to persuade the Court not to give it final approval 


I you decide to make an objection, you must file it in writing with the Clerk of the Superior Court, Law Division, 
Mercer County Courthouse, 175 South Broad Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08650. In order to be considered, the 
Clerk must receive the objection no later than the close of business on April 28, 2000. An objection will not be on 
time if it is postmarked by that date. It will only be on time if it is received by the Clerk by that date. Any objection 
mus include the name of this case, ‘NAACP v. New Jersey. the numberof ths case, "MER/L-002687-98, the 

ess, and telephone number of the objector, whether the objecior will appear at the hearing, and the 
rips of te ofan, 


W you are in favor of the settlement and want it to be approved, there is no need to file anything. 
The following is a summary of the most important terms of the proposed settlement 


The State Police has made substantial changes in its recruitment program, to reflect the diversity 


a) Recruitment 
of the quali diversity for any class, 


the plaintiff may ask the Court to order changes in the recruitment program. 
b) Education: Paragraphs 12, 13 and 14 of the proposed Consent Order state: 


12. Prior to 1993, State Troopers were only required to have a high school education. Beginning in January 1993 
with the 114th Class, the State Police instituted a new educational requirement for applicants for State Trooper, 
namely, either (1) a four-year college degree from an accredited college or university or (2) sixty college credits and 
two years of military service or two years prior police experience, This requirement has remained in effect since 
1993. 


13. For three years after the preliminary approval of the settlement, the State Police will not use a four-year college- 
Soraa roquiromank on an exclusivo basia, But wif uap te ofowing requirement: fer (1) « feuryearealege 
degree from an accredited collage or university or (2) an © 

hours from an iio yosi 
canis etry Aa areth Aaen ate AEEA ba Sabot peal! Ma Va 
of military experience culminating in an honorable discharge, or two years of satisfactory employment experienco. 
The State Police agrees that it will not make a distinction among recruits, cadets, or entry-level State Troopers sat- 
istying the educational requirement, based on which of the two ways described in this paragraph they satisfied the 
requirement 


14. The State Police shall be free to employ a four-year college degree requirement on an exclusive basis when, 


Gerretse a oy ae ea enim aE ae Tonie Gh ahora Ge re, 
during which time the plaintiffs shall be free to relief on 
to the Third Amended Complaint. 


c) Testing: As long as the Consent Order lasts -which will be at least for three years-the State Police will use a 


LEGALS 


SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY ql 


selection device other than the LECR (which the State 


h it has used for the 114th through 
the 118th shes ox MARE TUe 

15(b) of the prop: it Order states in part: 
Oa vial Gaon or aai to 
Use in place of the LECR, and in determining their 
manner of use, the State Police has agreed to select 
‘one or more examinations and manners of use that, 
based upon available validity studies and impact data, 
are likely to be good predictors of job performance and 
have significantly less adverse against African- 
Americans and Hispanics than the selection device 
and manners of use previously used, and than other 
examinations available. An applicant's score on the 
examination shall not be considered for any additional 
purpose in the selection process, in ‘raining, in initial 
assignments, or for any other post-employment pur- 
pose.” Other alternatives may also be tired in the 
future. The State will share information with the plain- 
tiffs, and both sides will have access to the plaintiffs 
The plaintitts reserve the right to challenge 
any examination. The plaintiffs expect that these pro- 
visions will substantially increase the numbers of 
African-American and Hispanic candidates who are 
hired 


d) Relief for class members: The State Police has 
already complied with most of paragraph 23 (a) of the 


Unhired Hispanic applicants, for the 114th through 
118th Academy classes to re-apply for the 119th or 
120th State Police Academy classes. 

Consent Order goas on to state: 
members who re-applies, and who is not subject to 
disqualification for any of the reasons set forth at page 
2 of the application form, shall be treated as an invited 
applicant.” This means that they willbe invited to take 
the examination. In addition, paragraph 23(b) of the 
proposed Consent Order states: “The State Police 
agrees to allow each of the unhired African-America 
applicants, and each of the unhired Hispanic appli- 
cants, who had verifiably taken and passed the LECR 
administered by the New Jersey Department of 
Personnel arid were on an eligibility list for referral for 
other law enforcement positions in 1997 but were not 
allowed to pursue an application for entry-level jobs as 
State Troopers because they did not meet the educa- 
tional requirement then in force, to re-apply for the 
119th or 120th State Police Academy classes, Each 
of the class members who re-appiics, and who is not 
Subject to disqualification for any of the reasons set 
forth at page 2 of the application form, shall be treated 
as an invited applicant.” 


©) Age Limits: Px f the 


‘Copies are available directly at the following location: 


Division of State Police 
Equal Employment Opportunity/Affirmative 
‘Action Bureau 

P.O. Box 7068 

West Trenton, New Jersey 08628-0068 


You may also write to the Division of State Police at 
the above address to request a copy of the Consent 
Order by providing the name of the case and your 
name and complete mailing address. The complete 
text of the Consent Order is also available at 
wow. njsp.org. 

Before the Consent Order goes into effect, the Court 
will consider any objections that are filed by the dead- 


line. You have the right to object to the proposed 


County Civil Courts pea 175 South Broad Street, 
Trenton, New Jers 


Any objections will be considered without regard to 
whether the objector appears at the hearing. In the 
‘event that no objections are filed by the deadline, the 

roposed Consent Order shall stand without further 
‘Order of the Court as finally approved. If the person 
to whom this notice was sent is deceased, a repre: 
sentative of the estate or relative may submit objec- 
tions to the enclosed Consent Order. 


If you have any questions, you may call Assistant 


Bose at (202) 891-8886, Lod Outza Borgen at (973) 

-4500, Renee Steinhagen at (973) 642-8700 or 
Bie. Gere (410) 486-9191, Monday through 
Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. DO NOT CALL THE 
COURT OR THE CLERK OF THE COURT. 


NEIL H. SHUSTER, J.S.C. 


$951.39 


CLASSIFIED/LEGALS 
LEGALS 


Fax legals to: 
973-642-5444 
24 hours: a day 


LEGALS 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
RAHWAY HOUSING AUTHORITY 
“REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


The He Authority of the City of Rahway is solicit 


Order states that because of New Jersey law, “the 
State Police cannot waive the maximum age limit for 
applicants of not having reached their 35th birthday at 
the time of graduation from the State Police Academy. 
However, class members who re-apply under the pro- 
visions of 23, and who are already members of the 
New Jersey Police and Fire Retirement System, will 
be considered for pension purposes as if they had 
graduated from the State Police Academy as of the 
date of their enrollment in the New Jersey Police and 
Fire Retirement System, and will be credited in the 
State Police Retirement System for the service credit 
they have accumulated in the New Jersey Police and 
Fire Retirement System. 


f) Monetary relief for class members: There is no 


the State Police will be requifed io make under the 
Consent Order, 


9) Monetary Relief for the Named Plaintifs: The State 
Police will provide monetary relief to the individual 
named plaintiffs in recognition of their participation in 
the case. Robert Guzman and Ryan Marsh will 
received $50,000 each, Antonio Melendez, Antoine 
Ford, Anthony Graves, Frank Gregory, Raun Hall, 
Jamal Poyner, and Sean Wiliams will receive $35,000 
each, and Sean Carter will receive $10,000, 


h) Attorneys’ Fees and Costs: The State will pay the 
reasonable attomeys’ fees and costs (including expert 
fees and expenses) of the attomeys for the plaintiffs. 
There is no agreement at this time on the amounts to 
be paid. The plaintiffs’ attorneys have informed the 


The State Police will pay the attorneys for 
plaintiffs the amount of their reasonable fees and 
‘expenses, in an amount to be negotiated by the par- 
ties or determined by the Court, The State Police will 
also pay the plaintiffs’ attorneys their reasonable fees, 


and in defending the Consent Order from attack 
‘These fees, costs, and expenses shall be capped at 
$50,000 for the first year and $30,000 for the second 
and third years, provided that either party may move 
for an increase in the cap, if services and expenses 
justifying a higher amount have been incurred, 


1) Court Oversight: The Court will keep jurisdiction 


recruiting African-Americans and 
college degrees pursuant to this 
Consent Order during that time, this Consent Order 
will be extended for an additional four years. The 
State Police will make reports to plaintiffs’ lawyers 
throughout the time this Consent Order remains in 
effect. 


You have the right to get a copy of the Consent Order, 
which provides additional details, 


ing proposals for "Accounting Services” for the period 
July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001. 
Interested firms may obtain a copy of the specifica- 
tions which provide detailed information and require- 
ments for the above services at the Housing 
Authority's Administrative Office located at 165 E. 
Grand Ave., Rahway, NJ between the hours of 8:30 

ind 3:30 PM, Mon. through Fri, (excluding holi- 
days), (732) 499-0066 
The deadline for receipt of the proposals is May 16, 
£2000, no later that 2:00 PM. 

RAHWAY HOUSING AUTHORITY 


KENNETH PUSHKO 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


$46.52 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
RAHWAY HOUSING AUTHORITY 
“REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS” 


The Housing Authority of the City of Rahway is solicit- 
ing proposals for “Independent Public Auditing 
Services” for its Annual Financial Audit, Fiscal Year 
Ending June 30, 2000. 

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the specifica- 
tions which provide detailed information and require- 
ments for the above services at the Housing 
‘Authority's Administrative Office located at 165 E. 
Grand Ave., Rahway, NJ between the hours of 8:30 
AM and 3:30 PM, Mon. through Fri. (excluding holi- 
days), (732) 499-0066. 

is econ tooo ol We pepeta Mn 1A: 
2000, no later than 2: 

RAHWAY HOUSING AUTHORITY 


KENNETH PUSHKO 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


$51.54 


‘accounting firm to act as the Fee Accountant who 
shall perform services to the Authority's books and 


Contract) provided that such compliance is in the best 
interest of the Authority and is required by law. 


The scope of the Fee Accountant being requested will 


(including 25 Family Self Sufficiency 
Participants). Comprehensive Grant Program, ublic 
Housing Drug Eliminating Grant Programs, and§TOP 
program). i 
The RFP may be obtained at the Administration 
Fiera! 20 Bunns Lane, Woodbridge, NJ. SEALED 
in response to this “RFP” (original and 
T copies) are due no later than 12:00 PM on 
Tuesday, April 25, 2000 and should be addressed as 
follows: 
PROPOSAL - FEE ACCOUNTANT 


Deborah Deardorff, Assistant Executive Director 
Housing Authority of the Township of Woodbridge 
20 Bunns Lane 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095 

The Woodbridge Housing Authority reserves the right 

to reject any and all proposals, 


$107.87 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF WOODBRIDGE 

LEGAL SERVICES 


The Housing Authority of the Township of 
Woodbridge, New Jersey is seeking proposals from 
attorneys or law firms to serve as the Authority's 
General Legal Counsel for the period commencing 
June 1, 2000 and terminating May 81, 2001 
Proposals will be ranked using a competitive propos- 
al evaluation factor system with corresponding rela- 
tive weights. 


Attorneys submitting proposals to the REP must not 
be debarred, suspended or otherwise prohibited from 
professional practice by any Federal, State or Local 


The RFP may be obtajned at the Administration 
Office, 20 Bunns Lang, Woodbridge, NJ for a $15 
E a gl fle pt 
money order only. 

response to this “RFP” (original and two copies) are 
due no later than 11:00 AM on April 25, 2000 and 
should be addressed as follows: 


Donna Brightman, Executive Director 
Hoang Authority ofthe Tejyinghin of Woodbridge! 
20 Bunns 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095 

The Woodbridge Housing Authority reserves the right 

to reject any and all proposals. 


* $84.94 


NEW JERSEY TRANSIT 
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 


The New Jersey Transit Corporation (NJ TRANSIT) is 
conducting public hearings in order to gather informa- 
tion and receive comments from interested parties 
concerning programs developed pursuant to the 
Senior Citizen And Disabled Resident Transportation 
Assistance Act (SCDRTAP). A hearing will be held in 
each geographic region in accordance with Section 5 
of PL. 1984 ¢.578 of SCDRTAP. Each hearing will 
have an afternoon and evening session. The loca- 
tions are Freehold, Atlantic City, and Newark, New 
Jersey in accordance with the statute. 

Senior Citizen and Disabled Resident 
Transportation Assistance Program funds capital, 
operating and/or administrative expenses for locally 
coordinated paratransit services for senior citizens 
and people with disatiliiea; The program also funda 


‘statewide during FY 2001. Contracts are country- 

ed within a region of DDD. Funds are appropriat- 
ed by county and are directly related to the number in 
the target population residing in the county. 


PUBLIC NOTICE OF AVAILABLE 
GRANT FUND: 
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
HUMAN SERVICES 
DIVISION OF DEVELOPMENTAL - 
DISABILITIES 


D.Organizations which may apply for funding 
under this program: Private and non-profit agencies, 
hospitals, clinics, and any other interested third party 
providers meeting the qualifications. 


E.Qualifications needed by an applicant to be con- 
idered for funding: Preference will be given to ther- 
apists who have at least one year of experience work- 
ing with individuals with developmental disabilities. All 
therapists must c n 
undergo a criminal history record check. 
‘Therapists and Physical Therapist As 
licensed by the State of New Jersey. Occupational 
Therapists and Occupational Therapist Assistants 


HUMAN SERVICES 
Availability of Grant Funds 


Title of Grant: Grants-in-Aid General Fund 


Take notice that, in compliance with N.J.S.A. 52: 14- 
34.4, 34.5 and 34.6 the Department of Human 
Services, Division of Developmental Disabilities 
(DDD), hereby announces the availabilty of the follow- 
ing grant program funds, 

A.Name of Program: Community Therapeutic 
Services identified as the “integrated Therapeutic 
Network’ (ITN) FOR Fiscal Year 2001 

B.Purpose: To provide habilita- 
tive therapeutic services including occupational, physi- 
cal and speech therapies as well as psychological and 


Wlar 
be licensed by New Jersey. Psychologists (Doctorate 
level) must be licensed by the New Jersey 
with 
Masters Degrees must either be licenses by the State 
Board of Marriage and Family Therapy or have a cli 

ical background in developing behavior modification 
treatment programs. Psychiatrists must be licensed by 
the State Board of Medical Examiners and be at least 
board ready for certification: in Psychiatry by the 
‘American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology. 
Licensed Physicians must have one-year experience 
providing treatment to individuals with developmental 


consumers over age 21 living in the community. 


staff and caregivers, Therapies will be provided utiliz- 


(RFP) package. In addition, a Mandatory Bidder's 
Potrata wl arp of Mea April 18, 2000 
from 1i at the NJ HMFA 
Office, 637 South Binon Avandi Tronton; Nd. 


Address tó which applications must be submitted: 


Robert N. Smith, Deputy Director 
NJ Division of Developmental Disab 


50 East State Street 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0726 


H. Desde th hien (poea must be sub- 
Gisa: j 


. Date te i, ae al be notified of 
acceptance or rejection: June 6, 2 


$204.02 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
RAHWAY HOUSING AUTHORITY 
“REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS” 


The Housing Authority of the City of Rahway is solicit- 
ing proposals for “Debt Collection Services" for the 
period July 1, 2000 through June 30, 2001 

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the specifica- 
tions which provide detailed information and require- 
ments for the above services at the Housing 
Aahortys Adminisrative. Office Jcated at 165 E 
Grand Ave., Rahway, NJ between the hours of 8:30 
AM and 3:90 PM, Mon. trough Fi (excluding holi- 
days), (732) 499-0066. 

The deadline for receipt of the proposals is May 16, 
2000, no later than 2:00 PM. 


RAHWAY HOUSING AUTHORITY 


KENNETH PUSHKO 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


$48.90 


ing an integrated approach involving appropriate indi- 
Viduals and staff. Service sites will include day/work 
program sites and other community sites throughout 
the state, 

C. Amount of available funding for the program: A 
total of approximately $6.5 milion will be available 


disabilities. Clinical Nurse Practitioners/Clinical Nurse 

Specialists must be certified in Psychiatric Mental 
~ Health Services, 

F. Procedure for eligible organizations to apply: All 

interested applicants may write to the address listed 

below or call 609-984-3185 for a Request for Proposal 


PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD HERE 


13 WKS - $370.00 
26 WKS - $702.00 
39 WKS - $994.00 
52 WKS - $1,248.00 
SIZE: 3-1/4” X 2” 


Call: 973-642-4400 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
RAHWAY HOUSING AUTHORITY 
“REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS” 


ea oars ier e Ci stay sok 
ing proposals for “Legal Services" for the perigd of 

July 1, 2000 through dune 30, 2001 

Interested firms may obtain a copy of the specifica- 

tions which provide detailed information and require- 

ments for the above services at the Housing 


AM and 3:30 PM, Mon. through Fri. (excluding holi- 
days), (732) 499-0066. 


be senclns ts Fae of ta ropcone ie May 1. 
2000, no later than 2:00 PI 


RAHWAY HOUSING AUTHORITY 


KENNETH PUSHKO 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


+ $48.90 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


The Housing Authority of the Township of 
Woodbridge, New Jersey will accept proposals for a 
Fee Accountant. Itis the Housing Authority's desire to 
retain and employ a duly qualified accountant or 


accessibility IJ TRANSIT's fixed 
route bus and rail system, te provision of technical 
assistance to the counties and the administration of 
the statewide program. A forum will also provide an 
update on NJ TRANSIT's progress in implementing its 
‘American with Disabilities Act accessibility improve- 
‘ments including Access Link paratransit and key rail 
stations. All materials to be reviewed at these hear- 
ings are available in accessible formats on request. 
Individuals requesting sign language interpreters 
should contact Albert R. Hasbrouck, Ill at (973) 
491-7022 no later than five (5) business days prior 
to the public hearing or an interpreter will not be 
available for the particular hearing, 


The public is invited fo these hearings at which time 
they will have a full opportunity to express their views. 
In order to assure that all members of the public are 
given an opportunity to be heard, inital presentations 
will be limited to five (5) minutes. If you are unable to 
attend any of these hearings, written comments for 
the record may be sent to Albert R. Hasbrouck, tlh 
New Jersey Transit Corporation, One Penn Plaza 
East, Newark, New Jersey 07105-2246 by May 31, 

). Should you need additonal information you may 
call (973) 491-7272 (TT 1-800-955-6768). In accor- 
dance with the above statute, public hearings will be 
held as follows: 


CENTRAL PLACE Monmouth County Human 
REGION: Senicos Building 


> 


Uk Bek Wa begn ai 
Go pm = Concluso « Casno Revenuo 
ps 
SOUTHERN PLACE! Atanue Couny On Burg 
ie gtd ‘Aston, ooo 
anie iy, Ns 08401 
DATE: 4 May 23, 2000, Tuesday 
Time: 2.00pm. -Conduson - Casino 
ME i 
a Fat All eg at 
Sedoson oi pan Homing 
00 fn Ga Cae Rover 
pret 
NORTHERN PLACE: 
REGION: 


1U Transit Corporation 


TIME: 2.00 pm 
Revenue Hearing 


ire | 


Acasa Link Forum fl bag at Conclusion 
12 pm, Hearing 
Ep om AB ODE 
Raani 
Jetirey A. War 
ecutive Director 
Now Jersey Transit Corporation 


a East, Newark NJ 07105 


One Penn Plaz 
(973) 491-7000 $180.11 


City News B8 


City Sports 


April 12 — April 18, 2000 


The buck 
stops at the 
NCAA 


CBS recently paid the NCAA 
more than six billion dollars for 
the rights to air the NCAA tour- 
nament for the next several 
years. 

In view of this fact, the exec- 
utives surely cannot be pleased 
at the downward ratings trend 
the tournament has been expe- 
riencing. 

The Florida- -Michigan NCAA 
final set an all-time low for rat- 
ings since the network began 
airing the tournament in 1983. 

According to the folks at 
Neilsen, the championship 
game averaged a 14.1 rating 
and a 23 share (which means 
almost eighty percent of viewers 
were watching something other 
than the NCAA tournament). 

The disappointing ratings 
represent an 18 percent decline 
from the previous record low 
(which was last year’s Duke- 
Connecticut game) of 17.2. 

The disappointing ratings 
trend also suggest that interest 
in college basketball is waning 
as high school stars and under- 
classmen increasingly give up 
their eligibility and declare for 
the NBA draft. It was revealed 
recently that as many as six 
McDonald's All-Americans may 
declare for the NBA draft. 

That must be a very fright- 
ening prospect for the execs at 
CBS and the NCAA when you 
consider that those kids repre- 
sent six unrealized revenue 
streams. 

‘Those are six kids who may 
never wear a college uniform 
which will be sold in college 
bookstores. Those are six kids 
who may not ever get a chance 
to enhance gate receipts at are- 
nas across the country. Those 
six kids may never be named 
the Chevrolet player of the 
game (which would have enti- 
tled the kid’s school to addition- 
al corporate cash) after nation- 
ally televised games 

Those kids may never get 
an opportunity to earn their 
coaches hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in exchange for them 
wearing name brand sneakers 
(how silly would it be if Nike 
paid Phil Jackson millions of 
dollars a year if Michael Jordan 
agreed to wear the shoes). 

For better or for worse, 
young athletes are much more 
sophisticated today than they 
were 20 years ago when they 
were just tickled to get a schol- 
arship. Now, young stars have 
traveled the globe, and have 
hordes of advisors, AAU coaches 
and aspiring agents in tow 
before they even set foot on cam- 


us. 

The NCAA is indeed delud- 
ing itself if they expect these 
kids, when presented with legit- 
imate opportunities to play for 
pay, to spurn those opportuni- 
ties for the allure of playing for 
State U. 

Today’s players are keen 
enough to know, that at least in 
the short term, State U don’t 
pay the bills. And over the long 
term? Heck, a middle first 
round pick will still make more 
money in three years than most- 
college graduates could mke in 
two lifetimes. 

In short, the NCAA needs to 
engage in some profit sharing 
with some of these athletes so 
that they could avert a situation 
where more folk are watching 
Cosby reruns than the Final 
Four. 

As for the ridiculous, on 
Monday evening CBS color man 
Billy Packer suggested that 
Michigan State point guard 
Mateen Cleaves was more 
important to that university 
than Magic Johnson. Packer 
argued that when you consider 
that Cleaves stayed all four 
years (Magic stayed two years) 
together with all that he con- 
tributed off the court (e.g. assist- 
ing with college recruiting, com- 
munity service, etc), Cleaves 
was more important to MSU. 

Listen, I don’t care if 
Cleaves split the atom and dis- 
covered a cure for cancer in an 
MSU laboratory, Magic remains 
the looming figure in Lansing. 
Besides, why penalize Magic for 
doing in two years what it took 
Cleaves to do in four? 


arnstorming to the top 


Back row, The Homestead Grays left to right: Bill Evans, Jap Washington, Ambrose Reid, “Smokey” Joe Williams, Josh Gibson, George “Tubby” Scales, and Oscar 


Charleston. Front row, left to right: George “Chippy” Britt, Charles “Lefty” 


Barnet and Ted Page 


Editors note: This is a two-part 
series on the Negro National 
League and some of the talented 
players that emerged from this 
league to play Major League 
baseball. 

By Gilda Rogers 

Staff Writer 

When you think about it, 
baseball, America’s favorite 
pastime, saved America from 
its ugly self: In 1947, Jackie 
Roosevelt Robinson broke the 
color line in Major League 
Baseball. Robinson’s time 
arrived well before the modern 
day Civil Rights Movement got 
underway. 

Before the era of modern 
day baseball, there was a time 
when little Negro boys played 
baseball with rocks wrapped in 
socks and with broken off 
branches from trees — this was 
about as close as a little black 
boy came to a field of dreams — 
back at the turn of the 20th 
Century. 

Then came along Chicago 
native, Andrew “Rube” Foster, 


New Milford 


a terrific black pitcher and a 
highly successful manager, who 
began organizing a league 
Negroes could call their own ~ 
the Negro National League. 


File Photo 


Jackie Robinson 


The Homestead Grays, 
Kansas City Monarchs, where 
Jackie Robinson got his start, 
Pittsburgh Crawfords, Newark 
Eagles and New York Black 
Yankees set out to play ball 
The stars of the Negro Leagues, 
Josh Gibson, Satchel Paige, 
“Double Duty” Radcliffe, John 


Williams, Jud “Boojum” Wilson, “Vicious” Vic Harris, Ted “Double Duty 


“Buck” O'Neil and Newark 
natives Ray Dandridge and 
Monte Irvin, were an elife 
group in the black community, 
dining in the finest black-owned 
restaurants with such enter- 
tainers as Lena Horne, Count 
Basie and Fats Waller, while 
staying at the finest black- 
owned hotels. 

“We would meet a lot of big- 
time black musicians,” sai 
Pee-Wee Jenkins, who played 
with the New York Cubans in 
1946. 

Many of the players and 
musicians stayed at the Wood- 
side Hotel, at 141st Street and 
Seventh Ave. in Harlem, Bill 
“Bojangles” Robinson, who tap- 
danced his way to Hollywood, 
was a part owner of the New 
York Black Yankees. 

The league showcased some 
of the greatest players of all 
time: And during the off-season, 
black players would challenge 
white major leaguers. Although 
records are far from complete, 
the black teams certainly won a 
majority of these games. 


Radcliffe, Tex 


According to the Ken Burns 
documentary film, “Baseball,” 
blacks and whites faced each 
other in 438 exhibitions games, 
with the Negro League stars 
winning 309. An unidentified 
player in the film said, “That’s 
when we played the hardest, so 
we could let them know and the 
public know we had the same 
amount of talent, even better at 
times.” 

The Negro National League 
and a rival black league formed 
in 1923 and played the first 
Black World Series in 1924. The 
league showcased Buck O'Neil, 
now 88, who played first base 
for the Monarchs. O'Neil spoke 
in 1997 at a conference during 
the 50th anniversary commem- 
oration of Jackie Robinson 
breaking the color line and said, 
“Black baseball flourished dur- 
ing the Depression.” 

‘As the major leagues strug- 
gled, black men were playing a 
faster, slicker and more daring 
game that proved very popular 
with fans. 


resident named cross country coach at 


BLOOMFIELD—Solomon 
Kaptum Arap Chebor of New 
Milford was recently named 
head cross country coach at 
Bloomfield College. 

ebor was a member of 
the Kenyan Olympic team in 
1976 and 1980. He finished 
fifth in the 5,000-meters at 
Montreal in 1976 and qualified 
for the 3,000-meter steeple- 
chase at the Moscow Olympics, 
but did not compete due to the 
boycott. 

In 1974, Chebor competed 
in the 5,000-meters at the 
Kenya Commonwealth Games. 
He is a three-time NCAA 
champion and a 10-time All 


SPEND L] YEARS. 
FOR CO 


With the Montgomery 


in college and in life. 
It's a good deal. Talk it 
Recriiter. 


College Fund, you could earn $50,000 for college for 
your 4-year enlistment-or $26,500 after only 2 years. 
And you don’t have to pay this money back. 
The Army will also give you the self-confidence, 
maturity, and feadershin skills that will help you succeed 


1-800 USA ARMY 
ARMY. BE ALL YOU CAN BE: 


www.goarmy.com 


. EARN $50,000 
OLLEGE. 


GI Bill plus the Army 


over with your Army 


‘We are happy to 


welcome 

Solomon to 
Bloomfield College 
as we prepare to 
compete in our first 
season of cross 
country.’ 

— Sheila Wooten 


Americann selection. 

e comes to Bloomfield 
from Fairleigh Dickinson Uni- 
versity, where he was Events 
Coordinator and Supervisor of 
Athletic Facilities and Equip- 
ment. Prior to that, he served 
as treasurer for the Kenya 
Amateur Athletic Association. 
For four years, Chebor was 
chief coordinator of the Kabar- 
net Athletic Training Camp in 
Kenya. 

Chebor earned a B.S. in 
Accounting and Business Edu- 
cation from Fairleigh Dickin- 
son University, where he was 
named Outstanding Student 
Athlete. From 1982 to 1983, he 
served as assistant track and 
field coach at Fairleigh Dickin- 
son University. In May, he will 
be inducted into the Fairleigh 


GARDEN STATE AMATEUR 
BASEBALL ORGANIZATION 
SEEKS TOURNEY PLAYERS 


The Garden State Ama- 
teur Baseball organization is 
seeking travel teams for it’s 
“4 nationally advertised” 
tournamiente: 

e Lightning Invita- 
tional” Memorial Day week- 
end to be held, May 26, -29 

“The Stars and Stripes 
Classic” Fourth of July 
ese June 30 -to- July 4 

he Chuck and Duck 
Showdown” (wood bats 
only August 11-14 

e Metro Revenge” 
We Day weekend Septem- 
ber 4-8 

The tournament will host 
teams aged 8-14, and ages 
16-19 unlimited. Brackets 
will be held at six separate 
sites in New Jersey. Fifteen 
and up teams are given 3 
wood bats with entry and 
they will be all wood bat 
competition. The cost is 
$150.00 for team’s 14 and 
under and $250 for team’s 15 
and older (includes 3 wood 
bats). A $200 refundable 
unauthorized forfeit fee is 
required. For more details K 
mail us 
gsabi2000@aol.com or call 
(973) 893-6741. 

NEW JERSEY SHORECATS 


2000 SEASON OPENS 


TheNew Jersey Shore- 
Cats Basketball Team’s sea- 
son 2000 kicks off April 25 in 
Washington D.C. The team’s 
home opener will be played 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the 
newly renovated Asbury 
Park Convention Hall. The 
team will play at home on 
Sunday April 30 at 4 p.m. 
For ShoreCats information 
call (732) 922-1090. 0 


The New Mustangs 


Is holding tryouts for 
competitive spring, sum- 
mer and fall wood bat 
national tournaments. 
This Club prefers players 
with college and former 
professional experience. 
hey need coaches, too. 
Please call John at (908) 
231-6919. 


Bloomfield 


Dickinson University Athletic 
Hall of Fame. 

“We are happy to welcome 
Solomon to Bloomfield College 
as we prepare to compete in 
our first season of cross coun- 
try this fall,” said Director of 
Athletics Sheila Wooten. 

Bloomfield College was 
elected to provisional member- 
ship in NCAA Division II in 
1998. The college offers inter- 
collegiate athletic teams in 
men’s and women’s soccer and 
basketball, women’s softball 
and volleyball, and men’s base- 
ball and cross country as part 
of the Central Atlantic Colle- 
giate Conference, NAIA. Stu- 
dents may also participate in 
intramural sports programs. 


Suite 1F 


Newark, NJ 07102 
(973) 642-4400 
(973) 642-NEWS 
(973) 642-5444 


We’re in a New-ark state of mind 
CITY NEW 


111 Mulberry St. 


